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As we battle through snowstorms and 
sub-arctic temperatures, the editorial 
team wishes all our readers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 
Alas, we regret disappointing those of 
our loyal readers who were so looking 
forward to our special Eurozone in 
Crisis: How BHPC Can Help supplement 
the publication of which we have had to 
postpone until the European Central 
Bank can give the club a clearer idea of 
their intentions. 
 
Club AGM: November 20  
David Alfred (who succeeded Ray Ager 
as President on May 8) reported on the  
activities and achievements of the club 
in 2011, details of which can be found 
in previous editions of this newsletter 
or on the website. Here is a summary. 
 
“The club held or hosted 20 pétanque 
competitions: 11 club plus Pointing and 
Shooting and Battle of the Sexes; an 
Open Doubles (24 teams), a SXP* 
Qualifier, and the SXP Triples and EPA* 
Over-50s championships (40 teams); 
and three Club Challenges, versus Adur 
PC (plus an away fixture), Croydon PC 
and Herts Select PC.  
 
We also hosted numerous Corporate 
and Community sessions, including 
weekly ones for Blagss* (April-Sept-
ember) and for Amex, Network Rail and 
others, plus a big bash put on by Pierre 
et Vacances with whom we hope to 
cooperate in some exciting develop-
ments next year.  
 
A number of club members played in 
pétanque events held elsewhere on at 

least 17 occasions, with 4 teams rep-
resenting SXP at the Inter-Regional 
Championships, 4 members represent-
ing SXP at the Champion of Champions, 
8 members in the Euro Cup (ongoing), 
and David A, Stephan, Terry and 
(mostly) Tony in various local, national 
and international competitions. 
 
Other events and activities included 
coaching sessions, a BBQ, two quizzes 
and the annual Christmas Dinner.   
 
Our Clubhouse is getting better and 
better. Steve did some urgent repaint-
ing, a rota of volunteers kept the place 
clean and tidy throughout the year, and 
our new Café Carreau (i/c Pat and 
Janice) was a great success at the two 
big competitions held at the terrain. We 
bought some new equipment: a micro-
wave, two tables, extra storage, two 
shooting-circles mats and some nice, 
coloured jacks for resale to members.  
 
We also published regular newsletters 
and maintained a comprehensive and 
up-to-date website which has received 
10,739 hits since it went up a year ago. 
 
The club warmly congratulates Tony 
Mann on his election in November as 
National Secretary for the EPA, a role in 
which he is already making his mark.”   
 

 

SeASoN’s GrEetInGs 
 

BHPC wishes all its members 
 a Happy Christmas  

and all the best for 2012. 
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Sensational Government 
Reshuffle  
If the sign of a vigorous voluntary 
organisation is the degree to which 
members come forward to help run it, 
then our club is surely in the rudest of 
health as demonstrated at the AGM 
when it ratified the biggest change in 
the club’s committee personnel for 
many years (and without being prod-
ded by the bond markets). 
 
Not only do we have a new president, 
Rohan Bedford, elected nem con, but 
also a new Secretary and Treasurer in 
the persons of Steve Elliott and Phil 
Evans. They succeed David Alfred, Pat 
Connolly and Olive Sacre, respectively.  
 

 
 
We wish the new club officers every 
success in their new roles.  
 
We are pleased to report that Pat and 
Olive will stay on as general committee 
members, together with Gareth Jarvis 
who, like Rohan and Phil, is a relatively 
new member. Ann Wordsworth remains 
as Competitions and Membership 
Secretary, while David A will continue 
to edit the newsletter. 
 
We thank the outgoing officers for 
services rendered, services which have 
played a major role in the club’s steady 
progress over many years.  
 
 
 
 
 

Club membership sub held 
Given the current squeeze on real 
incomes, members will be pleased to 
hear that the club subscription for 2012 
has been frozen at £20. Please pay Phil 
in the new year. (The club is happy to 
receive any donations members may 
also like to make.)  
 
Club members are strongly encouraged 
to join the EPA (English Pétanque 
Association) for the very reasonable 
additional fee of £19, some of which 
goes to our regional association, 
Sussex Pétanque. The fee provides  
personal insurance cover and entitles 
members to enter a wide range of 
regional and national competitions as 
well as providing our sport with 
valuable and necessary resources.   
 
 
Results 
 

Mixed Doubles League 
(Autumn) 
12 teams participated, each one 
playing all the others. Very well done to 
the unbeaten winners, Ray and Sheena 
Cox, to the runners-up, Rohan and Ann 
and to third-place David A and Janice 
(just narrowly ahead of Ian and Jill C 
on points difference). 
 
Player of the Year Award  
Announced at the AGM, this award is 
given to the player who accumulates 
the most points in the club’s qualifying 
competitions which this year numbered 
eleven, the last being the Mixed 
Doubles League above.  
 
The full results were given to everyone 
at the AGM. Ann is pleased to send the 
full list to anyone who wasn’t there.  
 
Congratulations to David (achieving his 
second POTY hat-trick), Ian and Ray, to 
Ann, the highest-placed woman (6th) 
and to the record 49 players who 
participated during the year.  
 
David Alfred   110   points 
Ian Maynard     93 points  
Ray Ager    72  points  
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Christmas Dinner: 17 December 
A good time was had by all the record 
29 members who turned out for this 
year’s annual dinner chez Alfresco. This 
event provides a great opportunity for 
members to enjoy the company of our 
truly diverse membership, one of the 
club’s many attractions, to say nothing 
of strictly honing one’s dancing skills.  
 
 
Ongoing Events 
 
Winter Singles League 
After a slight hiccough about how this 
event should be organized, given a 
record initial entry of 30 people, now 
26 (22 played last year), it was decided 
to keep to the round robin format, ie, 
each person plays all the others.  
 
It is hoped to convene soon a group of 
Four Wise Men – past-presidents, David 
A, Ray and Tony and The Great 
Successor, Rohan – to consider any 
changes in the organization of future 
leagues, open competitions and our 
annual pointing and shooting 
competition.  
 
EuroCup third round: January 8  
With just 32 English teams left in this 
competition, we wish our squad all 
good fortune when they play Sandown 
and Shanklin PC on the Isle of Wight in 
the new year.  
 
 
 
A  Special Message  
Francis Brunel, ex-President of our 
former twinned club from St Léger du 
Bourg Denis (a commune near Rouen), 
sends his best wishes for the season and 
the New Year (Bonne Année) to all our 
members, especially those who have 
fond memories of our cross-Channel 
encounters, both sportingly and socially 
(the last was in 2006).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Watch out for the new fixture list of all 

club, regional, national and  
international competitions in 2012. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
* BLAGSS: Brighton Lesbian and Gay 
 Sports Society 
 
* EPA: English Pétanque Association 
 
* SXP: Sussex Pétanque (region of 
 the EPA) 


