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No Double Dip for BHPC 
Unlike the British economy, the club’s 
GPP (Gross Pétanque Product) contin-
ues to grow quarter on quarter. After 
our best ever showing in this year’s 
Euro Cup for Clubs competition, more 
players than ever from BHPC entered 
the Sussex Pétanque qualifiers, and our 
members continue to make their mark 
in national competitions.  
 

Furthermore and notwithstanding, our 
club can take great satisfaction from 
the fact that we are hosting this year 
not one but two national EPA champ-
ionships, a rare honour for any club. 
This testifies to the quality of our ter-
rain and facilities and to the confidence 
the EPA has in our club organization.  
 
Winter Singles League  
For the record, here are the three top 
contestants. Again, congratulations to 
the winner, Ian Maynard (in designer 
sunglasses).  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Club Singles: Sunday 22 April 
17 members turned out on a sunny 
day, albeit with a slight wind-chill 
factor, to participate in the first of our 
day/half-day tournaments this year. 
The format (hitherto unknown in the 
world of pétanque) was three leagues 
of 6, 6 and 5, within which, as usual, 
everyone plays everyone else (odd- 
number league plays a bye), but no 
more games to be played thereafter. 
Thus the competition winner would be 
the player with the best score (games 
won, then points difference), everyone 
else being ranked according to the 
same formula.  
 

After the five rounds it so happened 
that each league produced an un-
defeated winner, to wit, the three 
characters pictured below.  
 

 
“Reservoir Ex-Presidents”: 
(L to R) David A, Tony, Ray 

 

Thanks to a comfortable points differ-
ence margin, Tony Mann won the day, 
thus retaining his Singles title. 
Congratulations, Tony. David Alfred 
was runner-up and Ray Ager (playing in 
his last competition at the club) was 
third. Well done to all who participated.   
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Club Mêlée Doubles 
Saturday 12 May 
About 20 people turned out on what 
was an unseasonably warm, sunny day. 
Having been paired by lot, the teams 
then played five rounds in a ‘snake’ 
format, the final order being deter-
mined by games won and/or points 
difference. 
 

As the only team to win all five games, 
Gareth and Libby were declared well-
deserved winners. Congratulations to 
them both, with special mention of 
Libby who has only recently joined the 
club together with her husband, 
Harvey. (Their presence is very wel-
come and has further improved the 
club’s playing strength.)   
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Three teams each won four games. So 
relative points difference meant that Jill 
Gebbett and Ian Maynard (pictured 
opposite) were runners-up, David 
Alfred and Jill Chrismas (above) came 
third, and David Miller and Phil Thomas 
came fourth. Well done to them and to 
everyone who participated. 

 
 

 

Subscribe to our website.  
You get coveted automatic notification  

when the home page is updated. 
 

 
 
BHPC Progress in SXP Qualifiers 
April 15, May 20 
Each year, our region, Sussex Pétan-
que, holds three qualifiers, to find the 
best 8 triples teams and the next best 
4 to represent it at the EPA Inter-
Regional Championships and Challenge 
Trophy in September. 
 

The first qualifier took place at Crow-
borough Social Club, the second at 
Fairlight Lodge Hotel, just outside Hast-
ings. 
 

A record 52/3 teams (19 players in all) 
from our club are taking part, showing 
the increasing depth of quality of our 
membership and their laudable enthus-
iasm for competitive play.  
 

The pictures below show our teams (in 
various emotional states).  
(all names L to R) 
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  Crowbrights: Tony Mann, Ian Maynard, 

Alan Constable (Crowboro’ SC)  
 
 

 
C3: Di and Mark Cherie, Gaby Channing 

in their designer T-shirts 
 

With 16 teams from the region, a 
record participation, there are four 
leagues of 4, the top two teams of each 
qualifying for the Championship section 
while the next two compete to be in the 
Trophy group. All teams then play suc-
cessive games as a rolling knockout to 
establish a final ordering of all 16 
teams. 
 

The same format is used on successive 
days, with the difference being that 
each of the current top 4 teams is put 
into a different morning league.   
 
   

 
  LTTL: Trish and Jeff Taylor, David Miller, 

Daniel Taylor (not pictured) 
 

 

 
PTAnK: Pat Connolly, Terry Gibbons,  

Alan Issler, Katherine Jarvis (not pictured) 
 

 

 
Raging Boules: Harvey and Libby 

Knowles, Anthony Blythe  
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SHAG’D: Gareth Jarvis, David and  

Stephan H Alfred  

On both days SHAG’D came first in their 
league and went on to win two more 
games to reach the ‘final’ which they 
lost on Day 1 but won on Day 2. So 
(taking into account other teams’ 
scores), SHAG’D are currently in pole 
position. Although also coming first in 
their league on both days, Crowbrights 
eventually came 6th on Day 1 but 4th 
on Day 2, which means they are curr-
ently in equal third position.  

On Day 1 PTAnK, a new formation, 
played well to reach fourth position, C3 
achieved their best result to come 7th, 
while our brand new team Raging 
Boules came 11th and LTTL (great to 
see Jeff and Trish back in action) came 
13th.  

As we go to press, we await details of 
the current running order of all our 
teams after two of the three qualifying 
days.  

Have your say 

We welcome contributions from club 

members on any aspect of pétanque  

or the club, or suggestions for  

improving this publication. 

Please contact David A. 

Crondall Open Doubles 
Easter Monday  
On yet another cool, wet and blustery 
day, our intrepid Houdini Two, David A 
and Tony M, ventured to the outer 
reaches of somewhere seeking fame 
and fortune at the always well-attended 
and highly competitive Crondall Open 
Doubles. 
 

Having won the Plate last year (ie, 19th 
out of 36 teams), the good news is that 
this time David and Tony reached the 
last 16 (32 teams this year) from the 
morning leagues. The not so good news 
is they lost the first round of the Main, 
and so found themselves in the Main 
Consolage. Undaunted, however, our 
boys went on to win the next three 
rounds, thus winning this ‘side’ comp-
etition (ie, coming 9th overall). If one 
extrapolates, they should win the whole 
thing next year! 
 

EPA Men’s Triples Championship 
April 29 
Gareth reports: 
Another miserable day greeted us for 
the EPA Men's Triples Championship 
qualifying event at the ISCA Pétanque 
Club in Exeter: lashings of rain, coupled 
with 30-40 mph winds - not dissimilar 
to the weather experienced by the 
BHPC team during the round of 16 of 
the Euro Cup at Bordon.  
 

This was one of four qualifying events 
being held at different locations around 
the country to decide who would 
participate in the Top 16 round, to be 
held on July 8.  
 

Our team consisted of Tony Mann, 
Graham Elcome (EPA Committee mem-
ber and Umpire), Jeff Mitchell (Sussex 
Pétanque Committee Member) and my-
self.  
 

With eleven teams registering, the 
teams were split into three leagues of 4 
and one league of 3. Luckily for us, 
especially considering the weather, we 
were drawn in the league of 3, and 
would therefore have one bye during 
the league stages.   
 

Jeff, Graham and myself faced the first 
opponents, who were the winners of 
the recent EPA Home Nations event in 
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Nottingham. It was a closely fought 
match, but the opponents looked to 
have the game sewn up at one stage, 
with an 11-8 lead, four boules in hand 
and a point on the ground. However, 
with their last boule of the end, Gareth 
threw a high lob point in an attempt to 
restrict the opponents to one point. A 
huge gust of wind transformed the 
point into the perfect shot (cough, 
cough), cleanly removing the oppon-
ents’ winning point! The opponents, 
obviously intimidated by this display of 
skill and daring, capitulated at the next 
end, ‘allowing’ our team four points to 
win the match 13-11. 
 

Tony, Jeff and Graham were our team 
for the final league game against opp-
onents from Cornwall. This was a 
closely fought battle, with neither team 
establishing a commanding lead. But 
Tony, Graham and Jeff never lost their 
nerve or resolve in the worsening 
conditions. Shooting became close to 
impossible in the strong winds and the 
game was ultimately decided by the 
quality of the pointing. In the end we 
narrowly won the match 13-12, and 
therefore topped our league.  
 

As the competition's primary purpose 
was to establish a top four and also 
because of the weather, the organisers 
decided to have only two knockout 
rounds. This decision meant each of the 
league leaders had a bye in the first 
round, and only needed to win one 
more match to qualify for the Top 16 
event. 
 

Again, Jeff, Graham and Tony were our 
team for the final game. The opponents 
raced to a 5-0 lead after the first end, 
and the pressure was excruciating for 
the lone and damp spectator. The rain 
and wind did not dampen his spirits, 
and he stayed and supported his team 
till the end of the game. As for Tony, 
Jeff and Graham, they slowly clawed 
their way back from the initial setback. 
Each team had their opportunities to 
win the game. However, in the last 
end, and the score at 12-12, the 
opponents had two remaining boules to 
shoot our only scoring point. Luckily for 
us they narrowly missed each shot, and 
we qualified for the Top 16 round! 
 

EPA Veterans Triples 
Championship  
Qualifier: Sunday 6 May, at PST 
Ten teams participated in this new 
European-wide competition for players 
aged 55 plus to find the team that will 
represent the EPA. One of the teams 
was made up of BHPC players, past and 
present: David Alfred, Ian Maynard, 
David Randall (now of Croydon PC) and 
Bob White. 
 

The top three teams from each of the 
two leagues of 5 would go straight into 
the finals for the top 8 teams in July, 
while the bottom 4 teams would vie for 
the last two places by playing one 
further game.  
 

Our boys got off to a good start by 

winning 13-5. But thanks to Lady Pét-

anque (one surmises) they lost their 
next three games, albeit two very 
narrowly against strong competition. 
Having then to win a playoff to qualify 
for the finals, they just managed to 
redeem themselves by defeating a 
good London team 13-12.  
 

If called upon at the finals, the team 
stands ready to do its duty by the 
nation in Denmark later in the year …  
 
 
 
 

 

EXCITING NEW NEWSLETTER 
FEATURE 

 

YouTube Recommendation 

 

Journal Masters de Pétanque 2011 
Episode 6 

 

This is a new occasional column draw-
ing attention to fascinating YouTube 
clips of pétanque at its brilliant best 
(usually played by the French).  
 

This month’s selection shows the last 
end of a match between Michel Loy’s 
Equipe de France and Equipe Fazzino in 
which the tireur phenomenon that is 
Dylan Rocher in Loy’s team hits a spec-
tacular carreau sur place at c12m to 
effectively win the game. OMG. 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Challenge Match vs Croydon PC 
Saturday 26 May, afternoon 
For the last few years we’ve played 
‘friendly’ matches with other clubs. On 
these occasions, we invite as many club 
members as possible to participate. 
 

Team formation is usually up to the 
designated team captain, taking into 
account members’ preferences where 
relevant. 
 

So we look forward to seeing you all 
next Saturday lunchtime (details to 
be announced). 
 
 

Club Mixed Doubles   
Sunday 27 May, boule-off at 10 am 
We hope there’ll be a good turnout for 
this competition next Sunday. 
 

Ann will do her best to find you playing 
partners if needed. 
 

PL E A S E  N O T E : Straight after this 
competition, David Alfred invites all 
club members to an informal 70th 
birthday celebration at the terrain. 
 
 

Come and Try Day 
Bank Holiday Monday 4 June, 1 to 4pm 
This is where we showcase the club 
with a view to attracting new members. 
 

So please come along and give the club 
a hand.  
 
 

SXP Doubles and Shooting 
Championships  
Crowborough Social Club  
Sunday 10 June  
The top two teams and shooters will 
represent the region at the Champion 
of Champions contest later in the year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Advance Notice 
 

In another first for the club,  
we’re holding two Open tournaments  

(with good prizes) this year.  
  

Gareth Jarvis is administrator-in-chief. 
 

Each Open is restricted to 24 teams,  
so early application is advised.  

 

The forms will soon be uploaded  
onto our website. 

 

Open Triples   Sunday 22 July 
 

Open Doubles   Sunday 5 August 
 

£15 per team for both competitions. 
 


