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Team BHPC may not have reached the 
dizzy heights of that other team this 
summer, but we’re doing our bit. We 
only just missed a clean sweep of the 
full complement of five SXP titles this 
year, winning the Doubles and Singles 
and coming second in the Triples, 
Mixed Doubles and Shooting comps.  
 
In addition, eleven club members rep-
resenting SXP in the Inter-Regional 
Championship and Challenge Trophy 
contributed to the region’s best ever 
performance in the Championship.  
 
In August the club put on two very 
successful Open competitions, to which 
our meteorological boffins made a 
great contribution with their immac-
ulate sense of timing. 
 
We also report on the success of 
Gareth and Tony in the EPA Men’s 
Triples championship.  
 
 

RESULTS  ROUN D-UP  
 

Club Events 
 

Spring Doubles League 
April 7 to June 3 
Owing to on-going and complex human 
resource issues in our sub-editing dep-
artment, we totally apologise to all our 
readers for inadverdently omitting in 
our last edition the results of this 
keenly-fought competition (one of our 
three annual leagues) which attracted 
14 teams.   
 
Although the idea is that each team 
should play all the others (14 teams,  
 

 
13 games) in fact only three teams 
managed this, with four playing 12 
games.  
 
The result was: 
1. Gareth/Tony       36 pts (12 games)  
2. Anthony/David A   35  (13 g) 
3. Ian/Jill C              31  (13 g) 
4. Harvey/Libby          29  (13 g) 
5. Rohan/Steve           26  (12 g) 
 
Congratulations to Gareth and Tony 
and well done to all the participants.  
 
Welcome Doubles Not 
Saturday 21 July, 1pm 
14 members turned out for this rel-
atively new competition aimed at 
pairing more experienced players with 
new and/or less experienced members. 
However, owing to the wrong kind of 
profile of participants, it was agreed by 
all present to set the competition aside 
in favour of an impromptu cash melée 
doubles, playing a four-round snake, 
with a share of the total take going to 
the club. 
 
By one of those statistical quirks that 
add spice to life, the random selection 
came up with Gareth and Tony playing 
together. True to form, they duly 
mopped up the first prize of £20. Janice 
and David M were runners-up (£15), 
and Peter and Terry were third (10).   
 
As everyone seemed to enjoy it, this 
novel format may well be repeated, 
giving a ‘funtetitive’ (® DLA) edge to 
some of those days when a fair number 
of members are about but no scheduled 
competitions are on.  
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Club Doubles 
Sunday 12 August 
Nine teams presented boules on a 
warm day with pleasant breeze. How-
ever, this number presented an awk-
ward arithmetical problem, indeed a 
Hobson’s choice: should there be 
leagues followed by a rolling knockout, 
with the team not making the top eight 
eliminated, or a snake of, say, six 
games? For better or worse, the former 
option was chosen, with a bottle of 
wine each for the eliminated team to 
compensate for playing only two games 
in the initial league stage: in this case, 
Jill Gebbett and David Miller.  
 
The Alfred 2 beat Janice and Pat 13-4 
in the final, having lost to them 8-13 in 
the morning league game.   
 

 
Winners: 

David and Stephan Alfred 

 
Runners-up:  

Janice Doherty and Pat Connolly 

 
Third place: 

Alan Issler and Rohan Bedford 
 

The next five teams, in order, were 
Libby/Lisa, Ian/Gareth, Jeff/Trish, Ann/ 
Harvey and Eric/Mike. Well done, 
everyone. 
 
Charity Doubles 
Sunday 26 August 
Eight teams (a slightly disappointing 
turnout) turned out for this event in 
which the winners nominate which 
charity they would like to donate the 
takings to.  
 
Rather than a league and rolling knock-
out system (six games), it was agreed 
there would be a round robin in which 
each team plays every other team 
(seven games). As quite a few games 
were very tight, the last game did not 
finish until nearly ten hours after the 
start of play. 
 
So in initially lovely weather until mid- 
afternoon when it turned cool, cloudy 
and a bit windy, our eight teams played 
their socks off. The top three teams all 
won five games, so the order was 
determined by points difference. 
 
Winners: Ann/Harvey   +15  
Runners-up: Ian/Bob   +10 

Third place: Jill G/David M  +4 
 
The other teams were David A/Stephan 
Chris/Nick, Libby/Pat, Anthony/Rohan  
and Jeff/Trish.  
 
Special congratulations to Ann and 
Harvey for their first wins in our club 
competitions. They donated their winn-
ings to the Martlets Hospice (Ann) and 
the RNLI Shoreham (Harvey). Well 
done to all the participants. 
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Winners: 

Harvey Knowles and Ann Wordsworth  
 
Club Triples 
Sunday 9 September 
A select group of five teams turned out 
in fine weather (note profusion of sun-
glasses in pix below) for the last all-day 
competition of the season. (Would any-
one who finds where the time has gone 
so quickly please inform the club 
committee without delay.) The small 
number of teams spoke to the format 
being a round robin, each team playing 
four games, with a bye cunningly 
inserted in each round.  
 
With no team winning all four games, 
but three teams winning three, the final 
placings were determined by points 
difference. David A, Gareth and Step-
han squeaked home by just one point 
over Ian, Janice and Pat (whom the 
previous lot had beaten 13-5), while 
David M, Jeff and Trish came third – a 
well-deserved award for all Jeff and 
Trish’s enthusiasm this year.  
 
 

 
Winners: Gareth, David, Stephan 

 

 
Runners-up: Janice, Ian, Pat 

 

 
Third place: David, Trish, Jeff 

 
Congratulations to all the above and 
well done to Ann, Harvey and Libby, 
and to Larry, Marta and Valentin for 
their participation in a good quality 
competition. 
 
Open Triples  
Sunday 22 July 
In splendid sunshine, 16 quality teams 
participated in the most successful 
Open Triples we’ve held, further 
enhancing the profile of our club both 
regionally and nationally. The number 
of teams was perfect for the four 
component competitions: Main, Main 
Consolage, Plate and Plate Consolage.  
 
It’s a pleasure to report that Alan 
Constable, and our Ian and Tony (SXP 
3 – see below) won the whole comp-
etition, defeating 13-8 a top team from 
the Chilterns region, the strongest 
region in England. We offer hearty 
congratulations to our boys. 
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Winners:  

Alan Constable, Tony Mann, Ian Maynard 
 
Former club members David Randall 
and Fergal Hogan were in teams that 
won the Main Consolage and Plate 
respectively.  
 
A big Thank You to Gareth Jarvis for 
organising the competition, majorly 
assisted and supported by Tony, and to 
Ann Wordsworth for running the raffle. 
 
We hope this event will become a 
regular fixture in our calendar in the 
future, hopefully attracting yet more 
teams.  
 
Open Doubles 
Sunday 5 August 
The weather turned out trumps again 
for our second Open competition in two 
weeks, again organised by Gareth with 
Tony’s tremendous support and expert-
ise. This time 24 teams, including some 
first-class ones, attended from far and 
wide, the record being Ami Sasportas 
and Sveta who had come over from 
Israel for the Olympics (they kindly 
gave the club two presents).  
 
 

YouTube Recommendation No. 3 

Pétanque Shooting HD  
 

For everyone who just loves watching 
top-notch shooting or for those who 
aspire to same*, here’s 5.06 min of a 
number of the best current French 
players showing just why. 
* NB 10,000 hours of practice. 
 

 
Shalom - Ami and Sveta from Israel  

and Janice from Hove 
 
A good crowd - players and onlookers - 
stayed to watch the final (see pic 
below) between two well-known teams, 
Lee and Angie Jamieson (two members 
of the new champion Veterans team) 
and David Plumhoff and Paul Prender-
gast, current national Doubles champ-
ions. 

 

 
Plate Consolage Winners:  

Joe and Alan Issler 
The biggest upset of the day was our 
Libby and Terry defeating the reigning 
BHPC Open Doubles champions, Dean 
Seville and Tomasz Rypien. This is 
partly what makes pétanque such a 
great game. 

 

 
Libby Knowles and Terry Gibbons 
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We opened up our Café Carreau. Under 
Janice’s superb direction, with assist-
ance from Nick Rowlands (cashier) and 
Chris Holden (specialist water sales-
man), it was a great success.  
 

 
 

Tony put it succinctly: “Fantastic turn-
out, fantastic pétanque, fantastic wea-
ther and fantastic people made it a 
fantastic Brighton day.” 
 
Thanks to all who helped make the 
event so successful. 
 
 
Regional Events 
 

SXP Triples Championship 
Sunday 29 July, Hastings 
The event was held at a brand new 
terrain (pictured below) based on a 
disused, hard tennis court in central 
Hastings. 
 

 
 
Of the eight teams present, the top two 
will go on to represent our region in the 
Champion of Champions Championship 
(C of C) at Leicester in October. The 
results of two leagues of four, selected 
by lot, determined the seeding for the 
subsequent rolling knockout.  
 
Club members were involved in two 
new formations: B’SHAD, David and 
Stephan Alfred, Bob White; Crow-
brights 2, Alan Constable, Herbie Ed-
wards (both of Crowborough), Tony 
Mann. Meeting in the semi-final, B’Shad 

won 13-0, but then promptly lost to 3 
to The Wanderers (Hastings) in the 
final. 
 
So, Alfred père et fils and Bob will join 
Gareth and Tony (SXP Doubles Champ-
ions) at the C of C, while Stephan (SXP 
runner-up Shooting champion) will also 
play in the shooting competition. The 
best of luck to our Gallant Five and to 
the other teams representing Sussex 
Pétanque.  
 
SXP Mixed Doubles 
Championship 
Sunday 2 September, Crowborough SC 
BHPC members were again well 
represented in this the second inaug-
ural regional competition this year.  
 
Whilst Trish and Jeff and Libby and 
David A didn’t get past the quarter-final 
stage, the semi-final was nearly an all-
BHPC affair, with Lynn (Crowborough) 
and Tony beating Pat and Ian in a very 
tight game.  
 
Following their winning our Charity 
Doubles, Ann and Harvey again played 
very well to reach the final which they 
unfortunately lost to a team from the 
Wheatsheaf (our opponents in the first 
round of the Eurocup.) Congratulations 
to Ann and Harvey on their double 
success in the last few weeks.  
 
 

 
SXP Mixed Doubles runners-up: 

Harvey Knowles and Ann Wordsworth 
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Club Challenge Matches 
 

Herts Select 
Saturday 18 August 
On a “Phew! What a scorcher!” kinda 
day 15 members of Herts Select, led by 
Martin Evans, came down for our third 
annual Challenge. From a good turn-
out of 17 members BHPC formed four 
doubles and three triples teams to 
oppose Herts Select’s six doubles and 
one triples. The make-up of our teams 
was based on balancing men and 
women and pointers and shooters.  
 
 

 
Our happy breed. (Anyone seen Janice?) 

 
Of the agreed three rounds of matches, 
we won 6 games to 1 in each of the 
first two rounds, and won 3, lost 4 in 
the third. Three of our seven teams 
won all their games: David A and Pat; 
Jill G, Libby and Terry; Ann, David M 
and Rohan. So the final score was 15 
games to 6. 
 
As usual a friendly ambience perm-
eated the match (if that’s possible). 
Some Herts people were last seen 
hotfooting it to nearby watering-holes.  
   
Adur PC  
Thursday 23 August   
13 club members turned out for the 
second of our friendly annual two-
match Challenge against Adur PC, at 
Lancing Leisure Centre. This time, the 
previous result was exactly reversed, 
Adur winning 12 games to 6 after three 
rounds, the first time we’ve lost to 
them in several meetings.  
 
Well done to all who participated in this 
match and the one with Herts Select.  
 
 

EPA Events 
 

Men’s Triples Championship 
Finals 
Sunday 19 August 
Gareth and Tony of our ilk together 
with Jeff Mitchell (Crowborough) and 
Graham Elcombe (Adur), already hav-
ing done good to reach the last eight, 
were now competing for the top spot to 
represent England in the European 
championships next year.  
 
Although not managing to get through 
the ‘barrage’ to make the last four, 
Tony, Gareth and Co. won both their 
subsequent games – including one with 
the current English Triples champions, 
Bavazzano, Rousseau, Lachani - to 
come fifth overall. 
 
Hearty congratulations to the team as a 
whole and to Tony and Gareth in 
particular for this fine achievement.  
 
Inter-Regional Championship 
and Challenge Trophy 
September 15/16, Hayling Island 
Imagine 14 regions – nearly all with a 
squad of eight triples teams (some with 
four players) in the Championship, 
most with a squad of four teams in the 
Challenge and several with a junior 
team – all playing simultaneously in 
their three respective competitions, 
over two days on two enormous 
terrains, one of which was constructed 
at great expense by the new hosts this 
year, Mill Rythe Holiday Village on 
Hayling Island near Portsmouth. 
 
BHPC members made up nearly three 
teams in the SXP Championship squad, 
and one in the Challenge squad.   
 
The order of play is that on the 
Saturday each ranked team plays the 
same ranked team in the other five 
regions in Division 2 of the Champion-
ship and seven regions in the Chall-
enge. On Sunday, each ranked team 
plays either the next higher or next 
lower ranked team. 
 
Last year was Sussex Pétanque’s worst 
year since the region was formed five 
years ago, when we came fifth in 
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Division 2 in the Championship with 29 
wins (by the eight adult teams). This 
year couldn’t have been more different. 
Having won every round bar one 
(which was drawn) in the first three 
sessions, SXP had climbed to top of the 
Division. However, in the last session, 
sad to say, the squad lost its winning 
streak when playing its two nearest 
rivals, Isle of Wight and London.  
 
By the end of the Championship, SXP 
was third with 47 wins, just three 
games behind London, who were three 
games behind Isle of Wight. Though 
ultimately deflating, the result was a 
tremendous improvement over last 
year’s, and proves our region has the 
potential to make the top two and so 
get promoted to join the big cheeses in 
Division 1.  
 

 
SXP 3: Tony, Alan, Ian  

(back L, Stephan and Gareth) 
 
Special mention must go to SXP 3, Alan 
Constable, Tony Mann and Ian Maynard 
(distinguished winners of our Open 
Triples this year) who were, with eight 
wins out of ten, one of the two best-
performing teams for the Champion-
ship. Congratulations, fellas! 
 
 
 

SXP 2, David, Stephan and Gareth, won 
six games overall, including a clean 
sweep of all five on the Saturday. SXP 
8, Pat, Terry and Alan won just the one 
game.  
 
 

 
SXP 8: Alan, (R) Pat and Terry 

 
Di and Mark Cherrie and Gaby Chan-
ning were in the Challenge team which 
came sixth out of eight in Division 2. 
 

 
SXP Challenge team: Di, Mark, Gaby 

 
As usual, this fixture, by far the biggest 
pétanquefest of the year, is both 
demanding and great fun. It was very 
well organised, and the new venue was 
near-unanimously felt to be far superior 
to Brean Sands, particularly in the 
quality of the terrains.  
 
Next year – Division 1 or bust! 
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EuroCup: Round 1 
Vs The Wheatsheaf PC 
Saturday 22 September 
Who said pétanque is a summer sport? 
No sooner than the Inter-Regionals are 
over than we start on the competition 
to find the best club team in England 
who will compete in the European finals 
to find the best club in Europe.  
 
All credit to Tony Mann, EPA National 
Secretary, who has again taken on the 
onerous task of organising the comp-
etition in England.  
 
Each cup match consists of two rounds, 
one round of two triples games one of 
which must be played between two 
nominated mixed teams, the other of 
three doubles games one of which must 
be played between two nominated 
mixed teams. Thus five games in all. 
We played the Round 1 of the EuroCup 
away to Wheatsheaf PC (Crowborough 
area), the first time they have entered 
the competition. In the first round, Ian, 
Janice and Tony won 13-4, while David, 
Gareth and Stephan won 13-10. In the 
second round, Tony (again) and Gareth 
won 13-0, Ian and Janice lost 8-13, 
and David and Stephan won 13-8.  
 
Congratulations to the squad who 
performed well on a new terrain to 
most of them, convincingly winning 4 
games to 1.   
 

 
Our squad for the EuroCup Round 1 

Tony, Gareth, David, Stephan, Janice, Ian 
 
The second round of the competition 
will be at home sometime before the 
end of October. 
 
 

 
Have your say 

We welcome contributions from  
club members relating to  

pétanque or the club. 
 

Please contact David A 
 

 
 
Miscellany 
The Level is soon to be completely re-
developed. The works will start soon 
and take about 12 months to complete. 
The area will include a circular pétan-
que terrain with seating and lighting, 
and some storage space nearby. We 
have agreed to do what we can, if 
possible, to support the formation of a 
local club. So please stand at the ready 
to help. 
 
London Doubles  
On August bank holiday six club mem-
bers went along to this prestigious and 
very well run annual competition in 
Harrow, with a total of 62 teams, incl-
uding champions from Denmark, 
France, Monaco, the Netherlands and 
England.  
 
Sod’s Law dictated that Harvey and 
Libby were drawn against Gareth and 
Tony in the initial ‘barrage’ round which 
the latter came through as did David 
and Stephan. However, both teams 
were knocked out in first round of the 
Main. 
 
During the lunch break there was a 
shooting competition to find the player 
who could score the most direct hits at 
10m with only one shot a time in succ-
essive rounds. Of the ten or so people 
who succeeded in the first round, one 
was David (all part of his special anniv-
ersary year) to some amusement.   
 
The Brighton Six were happy to stay on 
till late to watch some great pétanque, 
including the deliberate and successful 
shooting out the jack at least four 
times.  
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2012 BHPC Baby Squad Grows  
We are very pleased to report that Jake 
and Lucy - thanks to Sheena’s daught-
er, Jane - have just joined this year’s 
newly established Baby Squad. Found-
ing BS members, Cyrus Alfred and 
Maisie Taylor were delighted with the 
news. Stand by for a further imminent 
baby bulletin from family Trish and Jeff 
yet again. 
 
 

 
Subscribe NOW to our website. 

Subscribe to our club website and you get 
automatic notification when it’s updated.  

Is that not totally cool? 
 

 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

EPA Over-50s Doubles 
Championship 
Sunday 30 September 
40 teams are registered for this ever-
popular national event, the third year 
running we have the honour of hosting 
it.  
 
Please come along to help out or just 
enjoy watching some quality pétanque. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
November TBC 
Come along to our very own  
combined annual party conference  
and general election. 
 
Winter Singles League 
24 November to 24 February 2013 
As tempus fugit ever more quickly,  
get ready for this imminent winter-
warming competition.  
 
EPA Champion of Champions 
Championships 
Leicester, 14-15 October 
As reported above, our Gallant Five  
will be part of the SXP delegation in  
the Doubles, Triples and Shooting 
competitions. We wish them all all the 
best.   
 
 
 

Y o u r  C l u b  C o m m i t t e e  
 
President  David Alfred 
Secretary  Pat Connolly 
Treasurer  Sheena Cox 
Membership Sec. Ann Wordsworth  
Members   Gareth Jarvis 
   Harvey Knowles 
   Nick Rowlands 
   Olive Sacre 
 
Reminder: keys to the clubhouse are 
held by all the above plus Tony.  
 
Please contact any of them if you need 
access to clubhouse outside usual 
playing times.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key 
EPA =  English Pétanque Association 
PST = Peace Statue Terrain, our home 
SXP =  Sussex Pétanque, our EPA region  
 

 
 


