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Editorial  
This is the first newsletter since last Dec-
ember mainly because our website is up-
dated regularly recording all significant 
club-related stories as they happen and 
because of rapid technological progress 
(always a good excuse). This means the 
newsletter has to be a rearrangement by 
date and subject matter of items already 
published on the website, sometimes with 
exciting extra detail. This might produce for 
regular readers of the website a strange 
feeling of déja-vu (for which we under-
stand, alas, there is no known antidote).  
 
Our readers should know we always 
welcome club- or pétanque-related contrib-
utions – articles, pictures, letters, etc – 
from club members. Please feel very free. 
 
A notable feature of this newsletter’s 
content is the increasing representation of 
our players in other clubs’ competitions 
(five so far this year), with not a little 
success, to say nothing of the great 
achievement of Gareth and Tony with Jeff 
Mitchell (Goldsmiths PC) in qualifying as 
part of the 8-team squad to represent 
England in the Home Nations Championship 
later in the year. All this underlines the 
importance our club rightly attaches to 
playing pétanque as a serious competitive 
sport.  
 
 

Club Matters 
Since the last AGM, the new Executive 
Committee has developed two major initia-
tives. First, thanks mainly to Competitions 
Secretary Ian Maynard, our competitions 
menu has been redesigned: 
 
* all-day contests reduced to four: Singles, 
Triples, Doubles and Mixed Doubles (one a 
month during the summer: two on Satur-
days, two on Sundays). 

  
* in place of a Doubles League, two sep-
arate leagues, one for Lads and one for 
Lasses. Together with the Singles, Doubles, 
Triples and Mixed Doubles, these four 
leagues plus the four all-day competitions 
will count towards a streamlined Player of 
the Year series. 
 
* half-day tournaments: Mêlée, Women’s 
and Charity Doubles, Battle of the Sexes 
and a Pointing and Shooting challenge, 
some followed by BBQs. 
 
Also, we’ll play some friendly Challenge 
matches against other clubs. As usual, 
these are open to all club members with 
teams of triples or doubles so that every-
one can be accommodated. These occas-
ions are great fun and “a chance to wear 
our purple kit with pride”.  
 
Second, following last year’s change of strip 
colour, the theme of purple has been 
carried over to our leaflets, a new gazebo 
and two new sails (as pictured here).  
 

 
We are purple: Club BBQ, April 26 
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Winter Singles League 
November to March  
Following success last year with its new 
two-stage format, the Singles League, 
attracted 24 members (15 M and 9 F).  
 
In the first stage, participants are randomly 
placed in three colour divisions alongside 
seeded players (determined by modified 
Player of the Year rankings) who were 
evenly split between the divisions. Division 
rankings are based on total scores (3 points 
for a win, 1 for a loss) and, in case of a tie 
on points, superior total points difference in 
all the games (+ or -). 
 
The results of the first stage were: 
 
Red  Tony 15 points, Lisa 9, Rohan 8    
Green All 17 pts: Gareth +26, Di C +17, 
 Terry +9 
Blue  All 17 pts: David A +29, Ian +18, 
 Chris V +12 
 
In the second stage, the top three players 
from each colour division go into the Main 
division, the next three into the Plate div-
ision, and the remaining players into the 
Consolage division (in which, this year, all 
five players played one another twice). 
 
The final results were: 
 

Main 
 1. David A 22 pts  +36  
 2. Tony 18  +33 
 3. Rohan 18  +18 

Plate 
 1. Jill C 17  +23 
 2. Marcus  14  +12 
 3. Sheena 13  +13 

Consolage 
 1. Mark C 20  +30 
 2. Jill G 20  +28 
 3. Alan I 18  +1 
 
Thanks go to Ian for again expertly admin-
istering this (and other club competitions).  
 
Congratulations to the winners and well 
done to everyone who participated.  
 
 
All the results of this and other leagues 
can be found on the website. 
 
 
 
 

Battle of the Sexes 
Barbecue 
Saturday 26 April 
Over half the total club membership turned 
out (12 women, 14 men) for this enjoyable 
annual event. After three hard-fought 
rounds in broiling heat, the result was 11 
games to 4 to the menfolk. 
 
The tournament was followed by the first 
barbecue of the year which saw the unveil-
ing of our new colour-coordinated gazebo 
and two new barbecues (one meat, one 
vegetarian). What with our club strip and 
the new ‘sails’, the occasion was a winning 
royal flush. 
 
Great thanks go to Janice and Pat for basic 
provisions, tasty salads and general organ-
ization, and to Tony for the much-apprec-
iated pastis.  
 

‘Lads and Lasses’ Leagues 
April-May 
With fewer teams than in a regular doubles 
league, there are fewer games to play, 
probably a plus for most contestants. 
 
Women 
Out of six ladies teams, Pat and Janice were 
the clear winners, being undefeated over 
five games. Ann and Lisa came second, Jill 
G and Julie third. Also in contention were Di 
C and Gaby, Jill C and Sheena and Di V and 
Nick. 
 Janice, Pat 15 points +23 
 Ann, Lisa 11  +1 
 Jill G, Julie 10  +19 
 
Men 
Out of seven teams Gareth and Tony came 
out on top, pipping David A and Stephan on 
points difference, both teams losing one 
game. Chris and Alan came third, pipping 
Julien and Norman on points difference, 
both teams losing two games. The other 
contenders were Ian and Terry, Larry and 
Rohan and David M and Mike J. 
 
 Gareth, Tony       16pts +25 
 David A, Stephan  16  +20 
 Alan I, Chris       11  +10  
 
The new format seems to have gone down 
well and so might be repeated next year.  
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Mixed Doubles  
Saturday 31 May  
Eight teams turned out for the first all-day 
competition of the year. After two 4-team 
leagues, the top two teams from each 
league vied for positions 1 to 4, the other 
teams for positions 5 to 8, all playing a 
further two games. 
 

 
Purple People Eaters en masse 

 
In the final, Gareth and Libby completed 
their full house of games by winning 13-6 
over Jill C and Ian (last year’s winners).  
 
In third place were David A and Janice after 
a close game 13-11 vs Jill G and David M. 
 
Congratulations to Libby and Gareth, and 
well done to everyone, including (as 
pictured above) Ann and Rohan, Pat and 
Terry, Di and Mark, and Alan and Gaby. 
 

 
Mixed Doubles winners:  

Libby Knowles and Gareth Jarvis 

Club Singles  
Sunday 22 June 
On a lovely summer’s day with a pleasant 
breeze gently blowing off a shimmering 
emerald sea, 13 club members turned out 
for a good day’s tan with some pétanque on 
the side.  
 

 
A Single Celebration 

(L) Ian, Ann, Sheena, Tony, Norman, David A, 
Gareth, Alan, Pat, David M 

(Jill G, who unfortunately had to retire sick, 
Rohan and Terry were AWOL) 

 
Two winners from each of the three morn-
ing leagues plus the two next best-perf-
orming players went into the Main and the 
remaining players into the Plate. Thereafter 
rolling knockouts would determine the final 
placings. 
 
Into the Main went league winners, Tony 
and Gareth (from the ‘League of Death’ 
which also included Ian and Rohan), 
Norman and David M, and David A and 
Sheena, plus Pat and Alan. In the Main 
quarter- and semi-finals, Tony beat David 
M and Norman (from 4-12), while David A 
beat Sheena and Gareth.  
 
So Tony and David faced off, reprising their 
final of 2008. This time, it was Tony who 
came out on top, 13-12, after an intense, 
long drawn-out struggle. This was Tony’s 
third Singles title in the last four years, a 
notable achievement.  
 
Gareth beat Norman to come third.  
 
Meanwhile, of the four players in the Plate, 
Ian and Terry met in the final, which Ian 
won 13-4. 
 
Congratulations to Tony and well done to all 
the contestants.  
 



 – 4 – June 27, 2014  

 

 
“Nice headgear” 

Singles finalists: Tony (winner) and David A 
 
Club Challenge vs Adur PC 
Wednesday 16 June, PST    
BHPC again welcomed our good friends 
from Adur PC to our annual two-leg Chall-
enge match. Each club fielded five teams in 
various combinations of doubles and triples 
to fit everyone in. 
 

 
 
The results of the three rounds played were 
2-3, 4-1 and 2-3, so that BHPC just won 
the match by 8 games to 7. In 10 of the 15 
games played, the losing team scored 10, 
11 or 12 points, so it was all very tight. As 
per usual, the match was played in good 
spirit, and we look forward to the return leg 
later on. 

SXP Qualifier 1 
Crowborough Social Club, Sunday 13 April  
15 teams turned out on a warm, sunny day 
in Crowborough to compete for places to 
represent our region, Sussex Pétanque 
(SXP), in the EPA Inter-Regional Champion-
ship (squad of eight triples teams) and 
Challenge Cup (squad of four triples teams) 
later in the year. Squad selection is made 
through three separate tournaments or 
‘qualifiers’ the results of which are then 
cumulated to give a final ranking order. The 
aim is to find the strongest squads to com-
pete with those of the other regions in our 
division. 
 
BHPC members are again involved in three 
teams this year: 
 
 Alvis:     David A, Gareth, Stephan 
 
 Crowbrights: Ian, Tony, Alan Constable 
                    [Crowboro’ SC] 

  
 JCan:     Alan I, Chris H, Janice, Nick  
 
As before, there are four leagues in the 
morning with the top two teams in each 
league going into the top-8 group with the 
remaining teams going into the other 
group, then rolling knockouts so that every 
team can be seeded. On the second and 
third qualifying days, the current top four 
teams are separated into the four first-
stage leagues.   
 
JCan, a new team, including Chris Holden 
and Nick Rowlands who are participating for 
the first time, achieved 12th position. 
 
Both Alvis and Crowbrights won their resp-
ective leagues thus qualifying for the top-8 
group. As both teams then went on to win  
their respective quarter- and semi-final 
games, they met each other (breaking a 
two-year non-aggression pact) in a virtual 
all-BHPC final. (All five BHPC players are 
regular members of the our EuroCup 
squad). Crowbrights won 13-5, thus 
securing maximum points. 
 
So seedings for our teams after the first 
day were: 
 Crowbrights 1st   24 points 
 Alvis  2nd   21  
 JCan     12th    7  
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SXP Qualifier 2 
Sunday 18 May, PST 
The second qualifying day was held at our 
terrain as the sun shone brightly on the 
hottest day of the year so far.  
 

 
 
Since the first qualifier, four more BHPC 
members (Rohan, Norman, Julien and  Ann) 
formed team Rojuno, bringing the total 
of adult teams to 16 plus the junior team. 
 
All four BHPC teams did very well to make 
the cut (the top two teams from each of the 
four morning leagues) to the top-8 
group: Rojuno came 8th on the day, mak-
ing them 13th overall (even after missing 
the first day); JCan played very well to 
come 7th on the day, thus jumping from 
10th to 7th overall. 
 
Although coming  fifth on the day, Crow-
brights  were still in second place overall. 
Alvis – who had lost to JCan in the league 
but then beat them in the quarter-final -
came first on the day making them first 
place overall. 
 
So seedings for our teams after the second 
day were: 
   Alvis  1st   24 pts   total 45 
   Crowbrights 5th   14        total 38 
   JCan     7th   12        total 19 
   Rojuno 8th   10    total  11 
 
Special thanks go to Gareth for setting up 
the terrain and to Ann for arranging club 
hospitality.  
 

 
Contributions to the newsletter from club 
members are very welcome. Please send 

your articles, reports, pictures, letters, etc. to 
David A 

 

SXP Qualifier 3 
Sunday 15 June, Hastings   
On this last qualifying day, Rojuno dropped 
out, while JCan came 13th, so 10th overall 
and thus into the Challenge Cup squad, a 
good result. Crowbrights came 6th, so 4th 
overall; and Alvis came 2nd, so 1st overall, 
with a 13-4 win over Crowbrights whom 
they met again, this time in the quarter-
final of the top-8 group.  
 

 
 
So the seedings for our teams and their 
final positions overall after this last qualify-
ing day were are: 

   Alvis  2nd   21 pts    total 66 
  1st  overall 
  Crowbrights 6th   13       total 51 
  4th overall  
  JCan     13th    4          total 23 
  10th overall 
 
As Crowbrights were the top seeds last year 
and the year before (with Alvis in second 
place both times), this means the SXP 
Championship squad number one team for 
the last three years has been composed of 
five club members – a fine achievement. 
 
Now on to Hayling Island in September … 
 
STOP PRESS:  We have learned that JCan is 
standing down as some of the team are not 
available to play in September. More’s the 
pity. 
 
 

Adur Snowboules Doubles 
Sunday 26 January, Lancing 
Tony writes: “Great to see such a large 
contingent of Sussex players at the Adur 
Open … We had a total of seven teams 
there including a junior team consisting of 
the young maestros, Morgan Pry and 
Callum Slade who made a big impression 
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and are going to be a great asset to our 
region.” 
 
David A and Stephan, having come second 
in one of the eight morning leagues (in 
which they were given a good run for their 
money by the young maestros above), 
were 10th overall out of 29 teams, and so 
went into the Silver knockout competition. 
They won two more games to reach the 
final which they lost, thus ending up 
runners-up. Meanwhile, Tony and Jeff 
Mitchell (Goldsmiths PC) won all three 
games in the Bronze group KO to win it. 
 
Having blithely brushed aside the fear-
some weather forecast, all present duly got 
a jolly good soaking for their pains. 
 
 

Worthing Charity Doubles 
Sunday 16 March 

30 teams turned out for this event on a 
sunny Sunday. Our intelligence section tells 
us that Ian and Tony, avoiding the ‘League 
of Death’, topped their league (one of 
eight) winning to 7, 7 and 7 (bye) thus 
qualifying for the 8-team Gold competition. 
 
Our boys then went on to win their quarter- 
and semi-final matches (twice evading 
strong teams, we are told). The final was 
close up to 8-8, after which Ian pointed a 
good boule that was neither shot out nor 
covered, our duo then pointing in to take 
five points to win the game with a bang. 
That’s the way to do it! 
 
 

 
Worthing Charity Doubles winners: 

Ian Maynard and Tony Mann with Derek Coates 
 

£350 went to the charity, St Barnabas 
hospice, selected by Worthing PC. 
 
Excellent! Congratulations, Ian and Tony. 
 
 

Adur Spring Triples 
Sunday 22 April   
A possible record total of ten club members 
participated another club’s competition: two 
‘pure breed BHPC’ teams, Ann, Chris, Nick 
and Alan, Joe, Terry, and two ‘mongrel’ 
teams, Gareth, Tony, Jeff (Crowboro’) and 
David A, Ian, Herbie (Crowboro’). The 20 
teams present were split into five leagues, 
with the top 8 teams qualifying for the 
Main, the next best 8 for the Consolage, 
and the bottom 4 for the wooden spoon. 
 
The fairly good news was that our two 
mongrel teams qualified for the Main, and 
our two pure teams qualified for the Con-
solage. The fairly bad news is that all four 
teams then lost their quarter-final game 
thus ending their day, to return home in – 
yes, you guessed it – bright warm sun-
shine. Despite the prevailing wetness, 
everyone seemed to have quite a good time 
(such be the blind passion that pétanque 
inspires). 
 
 

Crondall Open Doubles 
Sunday 21 April  
David A and Tony were again among about 
30 teams for this event. Winning two of 
their three league games (one 13-0), they 
just missed out going into the 8-team Gold 
group (coming 9th overall). They won the 
Silver quarter-final, but then lost the semi. 
“Can’t win ‘em all”. 
 
 

Arundel Spring Triples 

Sunday 27 April 
On the weather front, the day started 
cloudy and showery, but in the afternoon 
turned bright, sunny and positively warm. 
David A, Gareth and Tony joined 27 other 
teams for this event. Winning all their 
morning league games (7 leagues), our 
bonny trio sadly lost the Main quarter-final, 
thus descending into the Main Consolage 
(with the three other Main quarter-final 
losers). However, our boys then satisfyingly 
went on to win their next two games to win 
the mini-event and some nice vino.  
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Arundel Main Consolage winners:  

(L) Tony, Gareth, David A 
 

EPA Home Nations Qualifier 
Our boys done it again! Gareth, Tony and 
Jeff Mitchell (Goldsmiths PC) brilliantly 
secured a place - out of 36 of many of the 
best teams in the country - in the 8-team 
squad to represent England in the Home 
Nations Championship later in the year. 
Fantastic result: very proud. 
 
Tony writes: “The Qualifier was held at 
Mansfield PC which is a relatively new club 
who together with their local Council have 
built a fantastic pétanque facility in the 
beautiful surroundings of Titchfield Park in 
the centre of the city. Mansfield PC will also 
host the Home Nations in August.  
  
Our opening game was against a team of 
seasoned players from Kent who took 5 off 
us in the opening end but we slowly fought 
back to win 13-11 …  
 
We then drew a team from … (Hastings) 
who we all know well and were staying in 
the same hotel as us. They had just beaten 
one of the top and most experienced teams 
in the competition much to everyone’s 
amazement. It is often difficult for a team 
to sustain their focus and energy after such 
an historic win and unfortunately for them 
we did not throw a bad boule in this match 
and won 13-0.  
 
Our third-round game was against a top- 
class team from the Chiltern Region who 
played in the Home Nations last year and 
were the only unbeaten team. This was a 
terrific match and very closely fought where 
in three consecutive ends, with them on 12, 

we were forced to play amazing defensive 
points to stay in the game. We emerged 
victorious 13-12 and were the longest 
match of that round. 
 
In our fourth-round match we played a 
team … from the Northern and London 
Regions. It was yet another tough, tight 
match, with both teams knowing if they 
won they were guaranteed a place in the 
top 8. Alas, despite having opportunities to 
win, we lost 11-13 and yes yet again we 
were the longest match of the round! 
 
By this stage there were only two teams on 
4 out of 4 wins and so they played each 
other in the final (fifth) round. We were on 
3 wins and drew another team also on 3 
wins. A win for either team would guar-
antee them a top-8 spot. This time we were 
drawn against another team made up of 
two very experienced adults and two of our 
Association’s top juniors. Once again it was 
a tightly-fought close game and by far the 
longest game of the round (if not of the 
whole day!). Once again we had chances to 
finish the match with a win but failed to do 
so and lost 11-13. 
 
So along with most of the other teams we 
then waited for what seemed like an 
excruciatingly long time (but was only a 
matter of minutes) for the organiser to 
announce the top eight teams. There was 
the one team on 5 wins followed by six 
teams on 4 wins who were all announced in 
order, leaving just the one remaining 
eighth-placed vacant spot. This was to go 
to a team on 3 wins but they had to have a 
very high BHN tally [don’t ask, Ed.] as 
there were  eleven teams with 3 wins. Of 
these, two had the highest BHN tally of 18, 
and we were one of them. So this meant 
splitting the two teams by using fBHN 
points [I said not to ask, Ed.]: our team 
had 69 and the other team had 63. So we 
qualified for the final eighth spot by the 
narrowest of margins.  
 
For Jeff and me it’s our second Home 
Nations success having qualified to play for 
England in 2011 in a different team, but for 
Gareth it’s his first time and as such is 
really special for him. All three of us are 
really looking forward to representing our 
Association and country in Mansfield in 
August.” 
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BHPC Hits the Airwaves 
March 14  
Thanks to Secretary Pat Connolly’s efforts 
to publicise the club  through the broad-
casting media, the Mark Carter Breakfast 
Show on BBC Radio Sussex  included a 
short feature on the club starring Ann and 
Tony who were interviewed by BBC’s John 
Lees when he came down to the terrain to 
join in a game or two to experience for 
himself the joy of pétanque. 
 
 

Ray’s Visit 
Good Friday 18 April 
Ray’s flying visit to Brighton and to the 
terrain was marked by a mass turnout of 
club members and blessed by Mediter-
ranean-type weather. The picture below 
was taken as the throng began to gather. 
 

 
  
Ray said: “It was wonderful seeing every-
body and playing again in Brighton – I’d 
love to be in both places at once!”  
 
And a blast from the past: 
 

 
 
 
Ray had a front-page article on “Les Pieds 
Tanqués” published in the prestigious 
Boulistenaute.com web journal on June 20. 
C’est bien! 
 

Jill’s mum 
We had the chance back in March to 
congratulate Jill Chrismas’s mum, Jess 
(Jessie May Wheatley) on her 104th 
birthday. Jess, born on 22 March 1909 in 
Alton, Hampshire, the last remaining of 
nine children, managed on her own until 
June 2013 when she went into a care 
home. A role model for us all. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Video Recommendation 
 

YouTube 
ʻFinale Masters Pétanque 2012ʼ 

 
Take a front seat as Equipe de France – starring 
the giants of contemporary world pétanque,  
Henri Lacroix (pointer), Bruno le Boursicaud 
(middle), Dylan Rocher and Philippe Suchaud – 
play against Equipe Sevilla – Matthieu Gasparini 
(pointer), Simon Cortes (middle), Christophe 
Sevilla and Philippe Quintais (another giant). 
(Sevilla has the then highest ever score in 
precision shooting with 67 points.)  
 
Get ready to be gobsmacked at the first two ends. 
See what substitutions they make.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 – 9 – June 27, 2014  

 

 

In memoriam 
Norman Hazelden 

 
Tony Mann speaks for all of us who knew 
Norman when he writes:  
 
”A friend to many in Sussex Pétanque, 
larger than life, a true fun-loving character 
who contributed a lot to many clubs and 
our region.  
 
Going to miss you Norm.” 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Have you subscribed to the website 
yet? 

 
When you do – just click the invitation on 

the Home page - you’ll get automatic 
notification when the Home page  

is updated. Nice one. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Club Triples 
Saturday 12 July 
Roll up! Roll up! The more the merrier. 
 

Pointing and Shooting and BBQ 
Saturday 26 July from noon 
Test your pétanque skills! 
 

SXP Triples Championship 
Sunday 29 June, Crowborough SC 
The champions and runners-up of this 
event and the SXP Doubles will represent  
SXP at the Champion of Champions 
Championship in the autumn. 
 
[David A, Gareth and Stephan were 
champions last year.] Good luck to  
Gareth, Tony and Alan Constable this year.   
 

SXP Doubles Championship 
Sunday 20 July, Hastings 
Gareth and Tony were champions two years 
ago, but we had no success (champions or 
runners-up) last year. Let’s see if we can’t 
rectify things this year. 
 
 
 
O u r  C lu b  C o m m i t t e e  
President  Ann Wordsworth  
Secretary  Pat Connolly 
Treasurer  Sheena Cox 
Membership Sec. Nick Rowlands 
Competitions Sec. Ian Maynard 
Members   Janice Doherty 
   Terry Gibbons  
   Alan Issler 
   
 
 
 

 

Key 
EPA =  English Pétanque Association 
PST = Peace Statue Terrain, our home 
SXP =  Sussex Pétanque, our EPA region  
 

 
 


