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Editorial 
That was the year that was … 
 
We are very pleased to note (successful) 
participation of our members in compet-
itions other than those internal to the club 
continued apace in the second half of the 
year. This shows how our club is, as it 
should be, a serious sporting organisation 
as well being an all-important convivial, 
sporting-social association. A list of the 
considerable achievements of our players 
follows in the next section, with details 
reported in this and the previous newsletter 
and on the website. 
 
Collectively, five club members contributed 
to Sussex Pétanque’s finest hour since its 
formation in 2007, to wit its promotion to 
Division 1 of the Inter-Regional Champion-
ship [see report below]. 
 

 

SeASoN’s G rEeti nGs 
BHPC wishes all its members, friends 

and supporters a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year. 

 

 
The most dramatic event experienced by 
the club this year was the Great Flood of 
July 28 following a torrential downpour over 
the city, most of which seems to have come 
straight down the steps leading to our club-
house. The fridge moved, all those heavy 
planks moved, the whole place was a 
complete mess.  
 
Ann quickly raised the alarm, and within no 
time the club’s strong voluntary machine 
geared itself into action for the mother of 

all clear-ups, embodying (with slight 
adjustment) JFK’s famous words: ask not 
what the club can do for you, ask what you 
can do for the club.  
 
 

 
How did the water get in those jars? 

 
Our thanks go to Pat who masterminded 
the complex insurance and renovation 
issues, and all was back to normal, if not 
better, after only a couple of months. 
 

 

 
Clean-up Task Force: Women’s Section 

(L) Ann, Jill G, Lisa 
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CTF: Men’s Section (L) Alan P, Chris V, Mike J 

 
We congratulate the club members below 
for their imaginative Women’s Boules and 
Cake Morning initiative, the first event 
being held on Sunday 19 October. [See the 
report on the website.] 
 

 
(Back L) Trish Taylor, Ann Wordsworth,  
Di Cherrie, Pat Connolly, Nick Rowlands,  

Di Vincent  
(Front L) Gaby Channing, Jill Gebbett 

 
Apart from his outstanding playing success 
this year and continuing to work assidu-
ously and tirelessly for the EPA as its 
National Secretary, Tony Mann was also 
honoured to be selected as manager for 
Dean Seville in the new World Singles 
Championship to be held in Nice next 
January and for the Women’s Espoirs team 
in the European Qualifiers in Santander 
next March. Excellent work, Tony! [See the 
website for the full story.] 
 
At the club’s Annual General Meeting held 
on November 23 at the Holiday Inn on a 
very damp day, there was a significant 
reshuffle in the composition of the new 
Executive Committee.  
 
Pat Connolly, one of the earliest members 
of the club and its long-time Secretary, was 

elected President by acclamation (succeed-
ing Ann, who had resigned in the summer). 
Nick Rowland, last year’s Membership 
Secretary, takes over as Secretary. Terry 
Gibbons (club President 2012-13) succeeds 
Sheena Cox as Treasurer. Ian Maynard 
continues as Competitions Secretary and Di 
Vincent is the new Membership Secretary. 
Lisa Compton, Mike Jennings and Chris 
Vincent were elected committee members.  
 

 
Our new Executive Committee: 

(L) Chris V, Nick, Lisa, Ian, Di V, Pat, Mike J 
(Terry AWOL) 

 
It’s good to see more club members 
stepping up to the plate. Good luck to 
Chris, Di, Lisa and Mike who are all new to 
the committee. And we thank Sheena for 
her efficiency and geniality as Treasurer for 
the past two and a half years. 
 
We wish President Pat and all the 
committee well in the coming year. 
 

 
 

Have you subscribed to the website 
yet? 

 
When you do – just click the invitation on 
the Home page on the right-hand side - 
you’ll get automatic notification as soon  

as the Home page is updated: nifty. 
 

 
 

 
Contributions from club members to the 

newsletter and website are very welcome.  
 

Please send your articles, reports, pictures, 
letters, etc. to David A 
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List of club members’ achievements  
1. EPA England Squad for Home Nations  
 Gareth, Tony, Jeff Mitchell 
 England wins championship 
2. EPA Shooting Champion Runner-up 
 Tony 
 
3. SXP Inter-Regional Championship Squad                
 Top Seed  David A, Gareth, Stephan 
4. SXP Shooting Champion 
 Tony 
5. SXP Singles Runner-up 
 Ian 
6. SXP Mixed Doubles Runners-up 
 David A, Janice 
 
7. Worthing Charity Doubles Winners 
 Ian, Tony 
8. Worthing Open Triples Runners-up 
 Gareth, Tony, Jeff 
9. Arundel Spring Triples Main Consolage 
 Winners: David A, Gareth, Tony 
10 Adur Bastille Day Doubles Semi-finalists 
 Gareth, Tony 
 
11 BHPC Open Doubles Winners 
 Gareth, Tony 
 
 

Lads’ and Lasses’ Doubles Leagues 
Spring 
Six womens’ and seven men’s teams 
participated in this inaugural competition 
(replacing the generic Doubles League).  
 
The results were: 
Lasses          games          
1. Janice/Pat  5-0 15 points 
2. Ann/Lisa  3-2 11 
3. Jill G/Julie  3-1 10 
 
Lads 
1. Gareth/Tony 5-1 16   +25 
2. David A/Stephan 5-1 16   +20 
3. Alan I/Chris H 3-2 11  
 

The final tables of this and the other  
leagues are on the website. 

 
 

Club Triples  
Saturday 12 July 
Five teams turned out on a lovely summer’s 
day. The format was a round robin (each 
team playing every other) of four games. 
 
Congratulations to the winners, RIP - Ian, 
Pat and Rohan - who won all four games. 

 
Club Triples Winners  

Rohan, Pat, Ian 
 
 

Runners-up were the Alfman trio, David A, 
Stephan and Tony who won three games. 
In third place were Taj - Alan I, Janice and 
Terry with two wins. Lad - Ann, David M 
and Lisa - came fourth; and Veejays - Chris 
V (welcome back!), Di V and Mike J - were 
fifth. 
 
Congratulations to Ian, Pat and Rohan and 
well done to one and all! 
 
 
Moving Mêlée Doubles and BBQ   
Saturday 26 July 
Under a burning sun, 16 club members 
turned out for the Moving Mêlée Doubles – 
now a half-day event – followed by another 
sumptuous barbecue.  
 
In a MMD players play with different 
partners in each round, keeping their own 
individual score. After three rounds, the 
honours went to David Alfred (3 wins, 
+35), Chris Holden (3 wins, +15) and Chris 
Vincent (2 wins).  
 
Special thanks once again to Janice and Pat 
for creating the backbone of a lovely 
barbecue, the second of the season, and to 
Tony for the much-appreciated pastis 
(inducing a certain amount of tiddliness). 
 
Little Elvis, Nick and Chris’s grandson, was 
a delightful presence and a model of good  
behaviour all afternoon. 
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Club Doubles  
Sunday 3 August 
Seven teams rushed to the terrain for this 
postponed fixture on a very warm, sunny 
day. After  the two morning leagues, 
Gareth/Tony and David A/Stephan qualified 
from one (which also included David M/Ian 
and Chris H/Terry); and Alan I/Janice and 
Ann/Rohan from the other (which also 
included Jill G/Harvey). Having defeated 
David/Stephan and Ann/Rohan respective-
ly, Alan/Janice and Gareth/Tony met in the 
final which the latter won 13-2.  
 

 
Club Doubles Finalists 

(L) Gareth, Janice, Alan, Tony 
 
Congratulations to Gareth and Tony, well 
done to all the contestants, and thanks to 
Ian, our Competitions secretary, for the 
smooth running of this and all the other 
club competitions this year. 
 
 
Club Challenge vs Herts Select 
Saturday 9 August 
We just nipped in before the arrival of ex-
hurricane Bertha for this enjoyable annual 
fixture. There were two rounds of play, 
each side fielding eight teams.  
 
Four of our teams – Chris H/Pat, David 
A/Julie, Rohan/Lisa, Janice/Chris V – won 
both their games; and four – Bill/Jill G, 
Terry/Di V, Larry/Nick/Pauline, Alan P/Lynn 
(new member)/ David M – won one game. 
So, winning each round by six games to 
two, BHPC won 12-4 overall.  
 
The result was all the more impress-
ive considering some of our best players 
were missing, including Gareth and Tony 
who were on duty playing for England in 
the Home Nations Championship in Mans-
field.  

 
BHPC Squad in (mostly) full regalia 

 
 
Hert’s captain, Martin Ware (big hat in 
picture below) said: “Thanks to you and all 
your people for making us so welcome 
again.  We all thought it was a great day 
and a very friendly and enjoyable occasion, 
spoiled only by the result!  
 
For further background, Caroline now lives 
in Brighton and is a former member of your 
club but used to live in Ware and played for 
my then team at the Rifle Volunteer, 
though we now play at the Old Bulls Head 
which is a Grade 11 16th-century coaching 
inn mentioned in Shakespeare with a 
beautiful garden and a rare 17th-century 
Parliament clock.  Most of our squad from 
yesterday play there, though Ben and Ian 
play for a different team at the pub; 
Graham, Dave and Paul play for the Brown 
Bear at Braughing, another 16th-century 
listed pub in a very historic village dating 
from Roman times; and John P and Richard 
pay for the Cottered pétanque club, in 
another village north of Ware but playing in 
a different (ie, better!) league than the rest 
of us.”  
 
 

 
Herts Select Squad 

 
We hope this enjoyable fixture will feature 
for many more years. 
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BHPC Open Doubles  
Sunday 17 August 
It was a bit of a blustery day (but dry 
except for one little shower) when 20 
teams turned out for this year’s event.  
 
Of the five BHPC teams present (a possible 
record) – Alan I/Rohan, David A/Ian, David 
M/Jill G, Gareth/Tony, Pat/Terry – only 
Gareth and Tony managed to qualify for the 
Main competition (eight teams) out of the 
five morning leagues.  
 
Our other four teams all qualified for  the 
Plate (eight teams). Both Pat/Terry and 
Alan/Rohan won their quarter-finals. After 
beating David M and Jill in a very close 
semi-final, Pat and Terry lost to Alan and 
Rohan in the final. In another quarter-final 
David M/Jill beat David A/Ian who then 
entered the Plate Consolage which they 
went on to win after winning two more 
games. So club teams were both Plate 
winners and runners-up and Plate Con-
solage winners – a good day’s work. 
 

 
(L) Gareth Hood, Tony Pointer,  
Rachid Hannache, Sandra Lauro 

 
In the Main competition, Gareth and Tony 
played with consummate skill and a 
consistently high level of concentration to 
reach the final, facing Rachid Hannache 
(who would only a week later go on to win 
the London Doubles, the most prestigious 
doubles tournament in the country - see 
Alan Issler’s article below) and Sandra 
Lauro from London. Our sparkling duo won 
convincingly 13-2. Hearty congratulations 
to Gareth and Tony on their fine achieve-
ment! (Remember, Gareth was runner-up 
in last year’s Open with Alan Constable).  
 
Great thanks are due to all those club 
members whose efforts made the day so  
successful: including Ann (raffle), Chris H 
(admin), Gareth (for organising the event 
and admin), Nick and Tony (MC and 
admin). 

Women’s Doubles  
Saturday 30 August 
Only three teams turned up for this event. 
Congratulations to the winners, Ann and 
Lisa (+11). Di V and Trish were runners-up 
(+5) and Jill G and Charmian came third 
(+2). 

Triples League Summer                         
A creditable eight teams took part in this 
second run of the competition.                 
1. Chris H/Larry/Rohan                        
 6-1  19 points +37                                             
2. DavidA/Gareth/Tony             
 5-2 17 points +34               
3. Ian/JillC/Pat                         
 5-2 17 points +25  

Mixed Doubles League Autumn     
There were seven teams.                         
1. Ann/Tony  5-1 16 pts    +32  
2. David A/Janice 4-2 14    +20 
3. Ian/Jill C  4-2 14    +2    

SXP Triples Championship        
Sunday 29 June, Crowborough Social Club 
Disappointingly, only five teams turned out 
for this event, one of which included 
Gareth, Tony and Alan Constable (Crow-
borough SC). The format was a round 
robin. Although one of the two strongest 
teams on paper (the other being Jeff 
Mitchell’s team who eventually won the 
competition), Gareth and Tony unfortun-
ately lost two games and so failed to come 
at least second, thus missing out on 
representing SXP at the Champion of 
Champions Championship later in the year. 

 

SXP Doubles Championship 
Sunday 20 July, Hastings 
Club members present included Gareth, 
Tony, David A and Stephan. Unfortunately 
the latter failed to qualify from their 
morning league, and so left the field (to 
fight another day). Meanwhile, Gareth and 
Tony did qualify from their league for the 
top 8, but unfortunately lost a very long 
and close semi-final.  
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SXP Mixed Doubles Championship 
Sunday 24 August, Crowborough SC 

David A with Janice, and Tony with Jane 
(Crowborough SC) were among the only 
seven teams who managed to turn out for 
this event.  
 
As last year, David and Janice won all their 
games in the morning ‘league of death’ – 
including that against Jeff Mitchell and 
Christine who beat them in last year’s final 
– and so were seeded second for the 
afternoon rolling knock-out.  
 
Having won their quarter- and semi-final 
games, our senior pair faced in the final 
Alan and Dawn Constable (President and 
Secretary of Sussex Pétanque, who had 
also won their morning league and were 
seeded first). Unfortunately, owing to a 
slight lapse of form, David and Janice lost 
5-13.  
 

 
 
Looking on the bright side, being runners-
up two years on the trot in this competition 
is a fairly creditable achievement – well 
done the both of them! 
 
 
SXP Singles and Shooting 
Championship 
Sunday 7 September, PST  
These were Sussex Pétanque’s last events 
of the year, held on a lovely  Indian 
summer’s day. A magnificent 7 of the 13 
contestants were from the club: Alan I, 
David A, Gareth, Ian, Joe, Rohan and Tony.  
From the three morning leagues, David A, 
Gareth, Ian, Joe and Tony all qualified for 
the top-8, straight knock-out, all but Joe 
being in the same half of the draw. In the 
quarter-finals, Ian and David beat Gareth 

and Tony, respectively. Ian then beat David 
in the semi-final, and so met Jeff Mitchell 
(Goldsmiths PC) in the final. In top form, 
Jeff won 13-5. 
 
During the day, players entered the 
shooting competition. We’re very pleased to 
report that Tony won the day with 19 
points, and will thus represent SXP at the 
Champion of Champions Championship [see 
below].  
 

 
SXP Singles Finalists 

(L) Ian Maynard and Jeff Mitchell (winner) 
 
 

Worthing Open Triples 
Sunday 3 August 
 

 
Runners-up (17 teams) 

Gareth, Tony, Jeff 
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Adur Bastille Day Doubles 
Sunday 13 July 
Inflicting a total of three fannies between 
them, both BHPC teams in this event won 
their respective three-game leagues (eight 
leagues) to go into the eight-team Main. 
David A and Ian fannied two teams, 
including Adur’s top formation, to head the 
seeding of the 26 or so teams present, 
while Gareth and Tony achieved one fanny 
to come third in the seeding. Another 
Sussex team Adam and Herbie from Crow-
borough also won their league to come fifth 
seed.  
 
Alas, both David and Ian and Adam and 
Herbie lost their Main quarter-finals, thus 
entering the Main Consolage (four teams). 
Our boys lost their semi-final, but Adam 
and Herbie won theirs and then the final 
to win the competition. Meanwhile, Gareth 
and Tony were our best-performing team, 
winning their Main quarter-final but then 
losing their semi to the very strong 
Jamiesons in a tight game. So, they were 
the third/fourth best team of the day – a  
very good result.   
 
 

London Open Doubles  
Sunday 24 August, Harrow PC 
Alan Issler writes: Joe and I participated 
[this] annual competition of 64 teams with 
a great range of top teams participating 
from England, France, Monaco, Belgium, 
Holland, Denmark and Hungary to name 
but some. The morning consists of three 
games to decide who goes into the main 
and who into the plate- a simple 32/32 
split. If you win two games you are through 
to the main. If you win no games you are 
through to the plate. If you win one game 
and lose one game you third game is a 
‘barrage’ – if you win you go through to the 
main, if you lose through to the plate. 
Morning games are to 11 though not timed.  
 
Our fist game was against two England 
Juniors one male and one female and we 
were both really on song. [Joe’s first shot of 
the first game being a perfect carreau]. We 
got two ends of five and won comfortably 
11-3. Our next game was against Ross and 
Dean (aka Bam Bam) two real top national 
players [Dean Seville is the current EPA 
singles champion and will be representing 
England in the World Championship in 

France in January – Ed] … we lost 11-1. 
Our last morning barrage game was against 
a Belgian national side. I think we played 
our best game of the morning against them 
though we lost 13-4. Their shooter was 
fantastic with a great action and about 98% 
hit rate! I deliberately pointed well so he 
could keep shooting me out. Joe did some 
great shots.  
 
Our afternoon game in the Plate was 
against another couple of England Juniors 
Vicky and Christina. Again we started on 
good form, Joe shooting particularly well 
(‘intense’ was how one of them described 
it) and we got up to 10-3 ahead. Then, 
inexorably they found their form and 
started coming back till it was eventually 11 
all, and I have to say, I thought they had 
the advantage and would be more likely to 
win. However a back and forth end with the 
jack going long and one of our boules in on 
the string meant we managed to prevail 
and win 13-11.  
 
Our next game to try and get into the last 8 
was against a team who had been waiting 5 
hours due to lunch/quicker games and a 
bye. This did not seem to count to our 
advantage. They were outplaying us and 
went into a good lead but we managed to 
pull back to 4-8. We then had the end from 
hell where Joe had to go for a shot and 
unluckily hit our boule instead. I then did 3 
awful points in a row, consistent or what, 
the upshot being when the opponents came 
to point we had very little defence and they 
got 5 to win which was disappointing. I 
don’t know if we would have beaten them 
but we were coming back. 
 
Overall it was a great day. This is the 
second time I have played in this comp-
etition, last year partnering Ian Maynard 
where we also won our first game of the 
afternoon before being knocked out. 
 
EPA Home Nations Championship 
9/10 August, Mansfield 
Tony writes: “Cut short after eight of the 
scheduled twelve  rounds due to flooded 
terrain. England won with 42 wins. Gareth, 
Jeff Mitchell and me won 5 of our 8 games. 
Played one game yesterday against a Welsh 
team that lasted nearly 2.5 hours.” [Tony’s 
full report can be found on the website.]  
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Them Three Again  

(holding the Home Nations Cup) 
Jeff, Tony and Gareth 

 
Well done, boys! 
 
 
EPA Triples Championship 
Sunday 17 August 
Tony writes: “This prestigious event 
attracts the best players and teams around 
the country all eager to win the top prize, 
which is the chance the represent their 
Association at the European Men’s 
Championships in 2015. [It] consists of 
two qualifying competitions to find the top 
eight teams who then compete on a further 
day to find the overall winner. The format is 
the Swiss System where, after a random 
draw, winners play winners and the losers 
play losers over five rounds. [See the 
website for Tony’s full report.]  
 
 
EPA Inter-Regional Championship 
and Challenge Cup 
September 13-14, Hayling Island  
As the weather was glorious over the 
weekend, so was the performance of the 8-
team SXP squad - including club members 
David A, Gareth, Ian, Stephan and Tony - 
at the Inter-Regional Championship.  
 
After two days of gruelling competition 
against the five other regions in Division 2, 
the SXP squad came second in the Division 
by winning 51 games, just two games 
behind the champion region and a full nine 
games ahead of the third-place region. 
 
And so SXP was promoted to Division I - 
where the big boys are.  
 

 
SXP Championship, Challenge  

and Juniors Squads 
 

Sussex Pétanque was established in 2007 
and is the youngest of the 15 regions in 
England.   
 

 
SXP Championship Division 2 Runners-up 

 
You can see the full Division 2 results at 
http://www.sussexpetanque.org.uk/news.  
 
We salute our region, Sussex Pétanque, 
and wish it well for next year.  
 
 
EPA Over-50s Doubles 
Championship 
Sunday 31 August, Gravesend PC 
David A and Ian were the only club 
members at this annual event (which our 
club has hosted several times) along with 
42 other teams on a nice, sunny day. 
Unfortunately, our seniors didn’t get very 
far (last year they reached the semi-final).  

EuroCup: round 2 
Saturday 20 September, PST 
As about this time a year ago, the club 
again hosted, on a sunny and warm day, 
The Bat and Ball PC (Gravesend) in the 
second round of this year’s EPA Euro Cup 
for Clubs competition. The match format is 
two triples games, one of which must be 
mixed, followed by three doubles games, 
one of which must also be mixed.  
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Just like last year, our home team got off to 
the worst possible start with both our 
triples teams – David A/Gareth/Stephan A 
and Ian/Janice/Tony – losing to 12 and 8 
points respectively. This meant we again 
had to win all three doubles games to win 
the match. Talk about history repeating 
itself. 
 
Team captain David daringly changed the 
usual team formation by pairing Gareth 
with Stephan and Tony with himself. The 
tactic seemed to be paying off when Gareth 
and Stephan, finishing first, won 13-4. 
Meanwhile, the other two games were long, 
tense affairs, eventuating in Ian and Janice 
winning 13-12, and David and Tony winning 
13-11.  
 
So we won the match 3-2 — again like last 
year. Once more snatching victory from the 
jaws of defeat, our squad demonstrated its 
(almost legendary) fighting spirit. So 
congratulations to our team and commiser-
ations to our opponents who again took 
their defeat very graciously. And thanks to 
those club members present for their 
support. 
 
EuroCup: round 3 
Saturday 25 October, Hartley PC 
Facing the biggest club in the EPA (and part 
of the top region in England), based in an 
attractive sports complex a few miles south 
of Gravesend, this was always going to be a 
big ask.  
 
We lost the first round of triples games: 
Ian, Janice and Tony to 3, David A, Gareth 
and Stephan to 8, after clawing their way 
back from 0-7 in a long, tight game. Was it 
possible we could make another sensational 
comeback in the second round of three 
doubles games?  
 
With Gareth/Stephan and David/Tony losing 
to 4 and 3 respectively, all eyes were on 
Ian and Janice to salvage something from 
an already lost match. Alas, despite great 
fighting spirit in another long, closely-
fought game, they eventually succumbed 
11-13. So, we lost the match 0-5.  
 
Fear not, we shall be back (as Louis van 
Gaal might say) … 
  
 

EPA Champion of Champions 
Championship:  
Shooting Competition 
Saturday 13 October, Oxshott 
Each year, the top two shooters in each 
region of the EPA compete in the shooting 
championship (besides the triples and 
doubles titles). 
 
As Sussex champion, Tony completed the 
shooting exercises*, along with nineteen 
others over the weekend. On behalf of the 
club and of Sussex Pétanque, we’re proud 
to report that Tony put on a great show to 
come second, only two points behind the 
winner, Sofiane Lachani (27) who has 
previously represented England in the 
World Championship. 
 
(The club’s other success in this event was 
in 2011 when Stephan Alfred came fifth 
with 27 points.)  
 
*Conforming to international rules, the 
shooting competition consists of  five disc-
iplines – single boule, boule behind the 
jack, middle boule of three, boule behind 
boule, and jack – at four distances (6, 7, 8, 
9m). It’s a really testing format.  
 
Check out YouTube to see some of today’s 
greatest players in action, including Dylan 
Rocher (Fra), Diego Rizzi (Ita), Claudy 
Webel (Bel), Philippe Quintais (Fra). 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Video Recommendation 
 

YouTube 
ʻDemi-Finale Masters Pétanque 2014ʼ 

 
Quintais/Suchaud/Fazzino/Huraud 

 vs Madagascar 
 

We pick up the game with the French trailing  
(yes, trailing) 4-8. They slowly catch up, 

then overtake to 9-8, then… 
 

Enjoy. 
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O u r  C lu b  C o m m i t t e e   2014-15 
President  Pat Connolly  
Secretary  Nick Rowlands 
Treasurer  Terry Gibbons 
Membership Sec. Di Vincent 
Competitions Sec. Ian Maynard 
Members   Lisa Compton  
   Chris Vincent 
   Mike Jennings  
  
 
 
 

 

Key 
EPA =  English Pétanque Association 
PST = Peace Statue Terrain, our home 
SXP =  Sussex Pétanque, our EPA region  
 

 
 


