
 

Christmas Eve Edit ion 
 
 

BHPCMessenger 
 

December 2013 
 
 
 
 

This last newsletter of the year reports on 
ten more competitions in which our mem-
bers have been involved, and other events. 
Do we hear from our loyal readership the 
plaintive cry, tempus fugit? Not half we do.  
 
Everyone was delighted to see Sheena Cox 
in good form and back at the terrain this 
summer after a serious illness earlier in the 
year, not that this stopped her from contin-
uing doing a great job as Treasurer. We 
wish Sheena a full and speedy recovery so, 
among other things, she can resume her 
excellent pointing. 
 

 
“Great to see you back, Sheena”. 
with grandchildren, Lucy and Jake 

 
 
 
 
 

Tony Mann is now in his last year as Nat-
ional Secretary of the EPA. In addition to the 
post’s heavy workload, Tony also acted this 
year as manager of both the England 
Women’s and Women Espoirs teams in Euro-
pean Championships in Dusseldorf and Mont-
auban. This role is time-consuming and calls 
for high organizational and social skills 
crucial to optimizing a team’s performance. 
Our club should be very proud that one of its 
leading members plays such an important 
role in the national organization of our sport.   
 
 

 

SeASoN’s GrEetinGs 

 

BHPC wishes all its members, friends and 
supporters a Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 
 

 
 
 

London Doubles 
Harrow, Sunday 25 August 
Three teams from the club participated in 
this prestigious annual event attracting 64 
teams from home and abroad: Ian/Alan I, 
Gareth/Tony and David A/Stephan. 
 
As you would expect, two of our teams were 
placed in the same morning group and had 
to play each other to determine the second 
team to qualify for the Main competition. 
After a long, tense duel, David and Stephan 
eventually overcame Gareth and Tony 13-11. 
Alan and Ian also did not make it to the 
Main. Unluckily, Alfred père et fils were 
knocked out in the first round of the Main.  

 



 – 2 – December 25, 2013  

 

 
Morning session. Playing side by side. 

(L) Tony, Didier Choupay vs Jeff Mitchell, Gareth 
 
But all was not lost. Far from it, for our 
players could sit back and watch some of 
the best players in the UK and abroad 
(including two Danish national teams) 
demonstrating what a great sport pétanque 
is. The highlight was watching the serene 
progress of Didier Choupay (check him on 
YouTube), five times World Champion, win-
ning the day. He was truly impressive, both 
for his famed shooting but also brilliant 
pointing.  
 

 
London Doubles Winners 

(L) Pascal Verbregue, Danish National Coach 
Didier Choupay, 5 times World Champion 

 
Battle of the Sexes and BBQ 
1pm, Saturday 31 August 
As the women outnumbered the men on a 
lovely late summer’s day, the three-round 
match was played between four teams on 
each side: ladies in triples teams, men in 
doubles. After some close games and keen 

competition, the men’s squad won by 9 
games to 3 (4-0, 2-2, 3-1). Afterwards, the 
well-stocked and tasty barbecue provided an 
afternoon of pleasant social intercourse. 
 
Club Charity Doubles 
Sunday 22 September 
This last all-day competition of the season 
took place on an overcast but mild and 
windless early autumn day. All entry monies 
would go to the charity nominated by the 
winners. With only five teams turning out, 
the format was a round robin/league, each 
team having a bye (counting as a win 13-7). 
  

 
(L) Chris H, Rohan, Terry, Nick, Ann,  

Joe, Jill G, Gareth, David M 
 

With Ann/Rohan and David M/Jill G also play-
ing, the final result was:  
 
Winners: David and Gareth (5 wins, +60pts) 

Runners-up: Joe and Terry (4 wins, +10) 

Third place: Chris and Nick (4 wins, -4)  
 

 
Charity Doubles Winners 

David and Gareth 
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The winners’ chosen charity was the RNLI 
who received a further £50 generously don-
ated by the club.  
 
Mixed Doubles League 
September 7 to November 17 
Ten teams entered this competition and all 
stayed the full distance. As usual, Compet-
itions Secretary Ian Maynard produced 
excellent, regularly updated results tables.  
 
Winners: Janice and David (8 wins, +61pts) 
Runners-up: Jill C and Ian (8 wins, +48) 
Third place: Di and Mark (6 wins, +13) 
 
Congratulations to Janice and David A, and 
well done to everyone who participated.  
 
The results of this and all the league comp-
etitions can be found on our website.  
 
SXP Singles Championship 
Hastings, Sunday 8 September 
16 competitors turned out for the last of 
the Sussex Pétanque championships this 
year. David A, last year’s winner and the 
only BHPC representative on the day, 
narrowly failed to get into the last eight via 
the morning leagues. Jeff Mitchell went on 
to win the competition.  
 
EPA Over-50s Doubles 
Championship 
PST, Sunday 1 September 
Our club was once again honoured to host 
this popular and high quality event - on a 
lovely day - played on both the main terrain 
and the ‘bandstand’ overflow area, and 
attracting 38 teams from far and wide. The 
top 16 teams from the ten morning leagues 
went into the Main, the next 16 into the 
Plate and the remaining 6 into the Cons-
olage.  
 

 
 
 
 

Three teams from our club entered the fray:  
Alan I/Pat, David M/Janice and David A/Ian. 
The latter were the only team to make it to 
the Main (7th place) having won all their 
games (including a bye) in the league. They 
then went on to win their round of 16 and 
quarter-final games, to 3 and 2 points resp-
ectively. 
 
Although their progress was rudely inter-
rupted by losing their semi-final 2-13, David 
and Ian achieved the best result of any team 
from the club in this always very competitive 
event. Good one, lads. 
 

 
EPA Over-50s Semi-Finalists 

(L) David and Ian  
 

 
EPA Over 50s Finalists. Winners in dark tops. 

(L) Martin Hughes , Mark Blackall,  
Tony Brown, Adrian Empson 

 

 

Subscribe to the website 

to get automatic notification  
when the home page is updated.  

It’s all good. 
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EPA EuroCup: Round 2 
2pm, Saturday 7 September  
With a bye in the first round (along with 
many other clubs in the country), BHPC 
hosted this second round match on a warm 
and windless afternoon playing against The 
Bat and Ball PC  (Gravesend).  
 
As usual, the contest consists of two 
rounds: one of two triples games followed 
by one of three doubles games. In each 
round there must be at least one mixed 
team. Victory goes to the team winning at 
least three of the five games played. 
 

 
(L) Tony Mann, Gareth Jarvis, Janice Doherty, 

David Alfred (Captain), Stephan Alfred,  
Ian Maynard, Pat Connolly 

 
Despite the many club members who 
turned out to support them, our squad got 
off to an untypically bad start, losing both 
triples games: David-Gareth-Stephan to 7 
points and Ian-Pat-Tony to 12. 
 
So, at two games down, we had to win all 
three doubles games to win the match. The 
first glimmer of hope came when David and 
Stephan finished first, winning 13-1. The 
glimmer turned into a definite beam when 
Gareth and Tony, leading most of the way, 
then won 13-10. Would the sun burst forth? 
All eyes were now on Ian and Janice who  
had to win their game to bring home the 
bacon (so to speak). Did they? Yes, they 
did, winning 13-10 in a long and hard 
fought battle (thus continuing their long 
unbeaten run in Euro-Cup games). 
 
This was a memorable comeback: the first 
time our squad has won all three doubles 
games, especially when the pressure was 
on to achieve this to avoid losing the 
match. So, congratulations to our team, 
and commiserations to The Bat and Ball 
who took what must have been quite a 
disappointment very graciously. And many 
thanks for their support to all the club 
members who turned out.  
 

EPA Inter-Regional Championship 
and Challenge Cup 
Hayling Island, September 14-15 
As usual, in each competition (the Champ-
ionship and the Challenge), two consecut-
ively seeded teams from each region play 
their counterparts in all the other regions in 
their respective Division. For example, teams 
1 and 2 will play teams 2 and I on each day, 
teams 3 and 4 likewise, and so on. With six 
regions in our Division 2 for both compet-
itions, each team played ten games. 
  

 
 
In the Championship , hats off once again to 
SXP 1 Crowbright (Tony, Ian and Alan Con-
stable) who were one of four top-performing 
teams each winning seven games out of ten. 
SXP 2, Alvis (David A, Gareth and Stephan) 
won only four of their games, while the three 
other teams in the squad won even fewer 
games. 
 
Winning only 40 games out of 80 meant SXP 
had no chance of coming first or second in 
the Division. In fact, we came fourth. The 
simple fact is SXP is still far from having 
enough strong players and the strength in 
depth to really stand the heat of Division 1.  
 
In contrast, the 4-team Challenge squad had 
a great weekend. By winning 24 games out 
of 40, they came second in Division 2 and so 
achieved promotion to Division 1 next year. 
Brilliant.    
 
EPA Champion of Champions 
Championship (CCC) 
Crondall PC, September 28-29 
This is where the top two doubles teams (on 
the Saturday), the top two triples teams (on 
the Sunday) and the top two shooters from 
each region play for the three titles. Repres-
enting SXP in the triples event were the 
winners, David A, Gareth and Stephan and 
the runners-up, our Di C, Mark and Gaby. As 
runner-up, Stephan, represented SXP in the 
shooting event.  
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18 teams representing ten of the 14 EPA 
regions were present for the triples champ-
ionship on a lovely Indian summer’s 
day. The teams were split into two groups, 
each playing a 5-round snake (five random 
games), with the four best-performing 
teams going straight into the semi-finals. 
 
David, Gareth and Stephan did well to win 
four of their five games, including wins 
against the champions of London, Devon 
and the Isle of White – but just missed the 
semi-final stage on points difference. (They 
came fifth overall after the two snakes.) 
Well done, boys! 
 
Alas, Di, Gaby and Mark, probably due to 
discombobulating jet lag (see their item 
below), shared the wooden spoon with two 
other teams, but said they enjoyed the 
experience of playing in such a high-
powered tournament 
 

EPA EuroCup: Round 3 
Hastings, Saturday 2 November  
On a sunny day, the squad successfully 
navigated the test set by Team Captain 
David A by correctly locating the Royal 
Albert pub (not the Prince Albert), home to 
the Royal Albert PC, our SXP colleagues. 
 

 
Warming up. 

 
After the first triples round the teams were 
drawn at one game each: David, Gareth 
and Stephan won 13-5, while Ian, Janice 
and Tony lost 7-13. In the second round, 
during which there was a short but 
torrential downpour, two matches were 
played initially (on the bijou terrain). 
Gareth and Tony won 13-3, including some 
reportedly “amazing” pointing by Tony. 
However, though leading for most of the 
game up to the last end, David and 
Stephan disappointingly lost 12-13.  
 
Had this last result been otherwise, the 
match would have been won and so there 
would have been no need for Ian and 

Janice to play. As it was they did have to. 
But, despite putting in a very doughty effort, 
they lost 9-13. This meant our club lost the 
match by 3 games to 2. 
 
Thus we failed to get to the fourth round (the 
last 16 clubs) we had succeeded in doing the 
last two years. However, when all is said and 
done, the Royal Albert PC - Alex, Dean, 
Lisa, Mark, Paul and Wayne – were excellent 
hosts, and as friendly, cheerful and teetotal 
as ever.  
 
Winter Singles League 
7 December 2013 – March 2014 
20 members have entered this competition, 
the first of the new season. As successfully 
pioneered last year, there are three colour-
coded leagues, randomly chosen apart from 
seeding the top three players according to 
last year’s POTY results. 
 
The top three players in each colour-coded 
league will then go into the Main league, the 
next three into the Plate and the next into 
the Consolage. (If insufficient numbers, the 
Consolage will be scrapped.) 
 
The latest results are on the website. 
 
Annual General Meeting 
Sunday 24 November 
A good proportion of the club membership 
turned out for the AGM. The main business 
was to receive reports from outgoing Pres-
ident Terry Gibbons and Treasurer Sheena 
Cox (ably supported by David Miller, our 
efficient, long-time auditor), and to elect a 
new Executive Committee (EC) for 2014. 
 
Ann Wordsworth was elected President. 
Having joined the club in 2007, Ann has 
served on the EC in various roles, including 
Competitions Secretary and Membership 
Secretary. We wish her every success in her 
new role. 
 
A special motion from the EC recommending 
making EPA membership mandatory for all 
club members was unanimously accepted by 
the meeting. Club membership for 2014 will 
thus be set at £40. (The treasurer likes 
people to pay directly into the club’s bank 
account through the internet.) 
 
In addition to being elected President, Ann 
was also declared Woman Player of the Year 
(so, altogether a not unsuccessful day). 
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Congratulations! Ditto to David Alfred for 
again being Player of the Year (multiple 
dittos).  
 
Ian was runner-up POTY, and Rohan third.  
 
The complete results are on the website. 
 

 
BHPC Executive Committee 2013-14 

(L) Sheena Cox, Ann Wordsworth (President),  
Pat Connolly, Alan Issler, Nick Rowlands,  

Ian Maynard 
 
Club Christmas Dinner 
Saturday 14 December 
Our new President, Ann Wordsworth writes: 
 
“Everybody had a good evening at 
Topolino’s ... There was lots of food and 
drink and even music, which we didn’t 
expect. We were serenaded all through our 
meal but it wasn’t obtrusive. At the end of 
the meal Mark Cherrie gave us a great 
rendition of Mack the Knife and another 
couple of songs as well and a few members 
got up to dance. A good time was had by 
all.” 
 
Spec ia l  F ea ture  
USA Trip – The Railway Children 
Mark Cherrie writes: 
 
“In September, three members of Brighton 
and Hove Pétanque Club undertook a three- 
week tour of the United States. They were 
Mark and Diana Cherrie, and Gaby 
Channing. Di’s mum (also called Di … 
or Big Mummy) also travelled.  
 
The trip consisted of a three thousand mile 
journey from Boston in Massachusetts to 
New Orleans, Louisiana, via New York,  
Philadelphia, Washington D.C. and  
Birmingham, Alabama. We travelled from 
one city to another on Amtrak, the 
American version of National Rail.  
 
This story really centres on New York, 
where we had heard of the New York Club 

which is in Bryant Park, mid-town 
Manhattan, near the National Library. 
 

 
(L) Di, Gaby, Di, Mark 

 
Di Senior doesn’t play pétanque but is a 
Green Bowler who has, in the past, played 
for her county in the equivalent of bowling’s 
National Finals. We dragged her along to see 
if we could find their terrain.  
 
Bryant Park isn’t Central Park but even so, it 
took us a while to find the club as it’s tucked 
away in one corner. However, after some 
searching, we saw a couple of guys throwing 
boules around and sat down to watch.  
 
It wasn’t long until they guessed we knew 
the game and invited us to play. They loaned 
us four sets of boules and away we went.  
 
With the thought of us looking for the club 
that day, Mark decided to wear his purple 
BHPC shirt that morning and before long 
Dana, who was the club captain, asked him 
to swap shirts. Mark now has a New York 
shirt, whilst the Brighton version is now 
being used in New York City! The game we 
played that day served as our warm up for 
the Champion of Champions Triples’ match 
on the Sunday, the day after we got back 
from the States! 
 
Mark has Dana’s email address and has pro-
mised to keep in touch, so if anyone fancies 
popping over for a friendly in New York, let 
him know. Just one thing … there’s a tree in 
the middle of the terrain!” 
  
 

 
Contributions from club members – such as 

those on this page - are welcome. Please send 
your articles, reports, pictures, letters, etc. to 

David A 
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Our Club Committee 
President  Ann Wordsworth 
Secretary  Pat Connolly 
Treasurer  Sheena Cox 
Membership Sec. Nick Rowlands 
Competitions Sec. Ian Maynard 
Members   Alan Issler 
   Janice Doherty  

  Terry Gibbons (Co-opted) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key 
EPA =  English Pétanque Association 
PST = Peace Statue Terrain, our home 
SXP =  Sussex Pétanque, our EPA region  
 


