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The year might be drawing to an end, 
but we report on yet more competitions 
at club, regional and national levels, 
demonstrating how our club is going 
from strength to strength.  
 
 
R E S U L T S  R O U N D - U P  
 
Club Events 
 
Club Triples, PST 
Sunday 25 September 
Five teams subscribed to this, our last 
one-day competition of the season. We 
should remember that triples is the 
classic format of the game.  
 
The competition system was a round 
robin (where each team plays all the 
others). The odd number of teams 
meant there was a bye in each of five 
rounds of play.  
 
The teams were: 
 Ann, Rohan, Steve 
 David A, Stephan, David R  
 Di, Mark, Gaby   
 Pat, Bob, David M 
 Ray, Ian, Anthony  
 
Neither team having lost any of their 
previous games, the contest between 
Ray, Ian and our new and youngest 
member, Anthony Blythe, and this 
year’s Sussex Pétanque’s second-
seeded team of David A, Stephan and 
David R would decide the winners.  
 
After Ray & Co got off to a storming 
lead of 10-0, David A & Co fought back 
to 11-9. However, in the last end 
Anthony, who was the shooter, scored 
the two winning points, a great semi-

sautée shot of over 9m followed by 
nudging a front boule towards the jack: 
13-9.  
 
So, congratulations to Ray, Ian and 
Anthony who clearly has a very bright 
future in the game. He is a credit to the 
club and we wish him every success.  
 
 

 
 
David A, Stephan and David R came 
second, and Ann, Rohan and Steve 
came third. Well done them and all who 
took part in the competition. 
 
 

Other Events 
 
SXP Triples Championship, PST 
Sunday 4 September 
This was the first time Sussex Pétanque 
has held this competition which decides 
the two teams to represent the region 
at the Champion of Champions event 
(see below). 
  
Of the 7 (not a good number) turning 
out, club members (pictured below) 
made up four teams and were included 
in two others. The format preferred by 
the contestants was a round robin. 
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 The teams were: (BHPC members in italic) 
 Di C, Gaby, Pat  
 Gareth, Ian, Ray 
 David A, David R, Stephan  
 David M, Jill G, Steve (sorry, no pic) 
 Tony, Herbie Edwards, Jeff Mitchell 
 Marcus, Margie, Martin Gordon  
 Iain Barnes, Steve Mortimer, Rob Newell  
 

 
(L) Tony, Jeff, Herbie 
 

 
(L) Stephan, David A, David R 
 

 
(L) Gareth, Ray, Ian 
 
 
The final results were:  
 

  W F A Diff 

1 Herbie/Jeff/Tony 5 70 42 28 

2 David/David/Stephan 4 68 42 26 

3 Iain/Rob/Steve 4 60 50 10 

4 Ian/Gareth/Ray 3 61 48 13 

5 David M/Jill/Steve 3 46 56 -10 

6 Marcus/Margie/Martin 2 43 68 -25 

7 Di/Gaby/Pat 0 36 78 -42 
 
 
 

 

 
(L) Margie, Marcus, Martin 
 
 

 
(L) Gaby, Di, Pat (“Don’t mess with us.”) 
 
 
 

EPA Inter-Regional 
Championship  
and Challenge Trophy 
17-18 September, Brean Sands 
This is the annual triples event where 
the top 8 teams and another 4 teams 
from each of the 15 EPA regions 
compete for the Championship and 
Challenge Trophy. 
 
Would Sussex region get promoted to 
Division 1 this year? Alas, no.  
 
2nd-seed Shadd (Davids A and R and 
Stephan) won two games on the 
Saturday and two against No. 1 seeds 
on the Sunday. 4th-seed 2P&aY (Terry, 
Alan I, Tony) also won two games on 
the Saturday against No. 4 seeds but 
did better on the Sunday winning three 
more against the No. 3 seeded teams. 
 
As most of our other Sussex teams 
played below par, the final result was 
as shown below, even though we 
borrowed a Juniors team who played 
exceptionally well. 
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 WINS 
Northern 55 
Eastern 53 
Thames Valley 48 
London 48 
Sussex 35 
Combined 31 

 
In the Challenge Trophy, 1st-seed 
M&Ms (Margie, Marcus, Martin) were 
our best performing team with six wins, 
four on the Saturday and two on the 
Sunday. In their first year at Brean, 
3rd-seed J.O.B. (Di, Gabby, Mark) 
managed just one win on the Saturday 
but improved on the Sunday winning 
two games, including a thrilling, final 
game 13-12 watched by many of the 
Sussex squad. Congratulations to all. 
 
The final result was: 
 

 WINS 
Isle of Wight 31 
Great Western 27 
Devon 27 
Eastern 24 
Kernow 21 
West Midlands 21 
Sussex 17 

 
Here’s hoping the club and the Sussex 
squad do better next year. 
 
 
EPA Over-50s Doubles 
Championship  
PST, Sunday 2 October 
On a record-beating scorcher of a day, 
we were delighted to host this prestig-
ious national competition for the third 
time. From far and wide more teams 
poured onto the terrain than the 40 
that could be accommodated (there 
were 36 last year).  
 
A lot of effort went into preparing for 
the event beforehand and on the day, 
helping to make it the resounding 
success we heard from many people it 
was. Our thanks go to all the club 
members who helped out, with special 
mention of Janice Doherty who organ-
ised and ran our second very popular 
and successful Café Carreau**, Olive 
Sacre for clubhouse watch and Tony 

who assisted the competition organiser, 
Chris Barron. 
 
There were several teams from our 
club: Pat/Ian, Gaby/Terry, Ray/David 
M, Margie/Marcus and Davids A/R; and 
some from SXP, including Jeff/Herbie.    
 
Among the top 16 teams from the 
morning’s 10 groups who went into the 
Main competition were Davids A/R and 
Ray/David M, who did well to make the 
last eight, and Jeff/Herbie. Pat/Ian 
were among the next 16 who went into 
the Plate. 
 
In very brief, in the fading light then 
darkness of a long day, Jeff and Herbie 
won the Main final 13-1. Soon after it 
finished our very own Pat and Ian, in 
the last end and to the great acclaim of 
the gallery, brilliantly added two points 
to their holding boule through a forest 
of opponent front boules to win the 
Plate final 13-11. Congratulations to 
both teams for their great grit and 
skilfulness.  
 

 
 
 

** ® Ray Ager, 2011  
 
 

 

Club AGM Reminder 
 

4pm on Sunday 20 November  
Holiday Inn (opposite Alfresco) 

 
Can you give some of your energies 

and skills to benefit the club? 
 

See the nomination form below. 
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Main winners: 

 (L) Jeff Mitchell and Herbie Edwards 
 
 

 
Plate winners:  

Pat Connolly and Ian Maynard 
 
 
STOP PRESS 
We are delighted to have accepted the 
EPA’s request to host this event again 
next year, on September 30. This is a 
wonderful vote of confidence in our 
club. So put the date in your calendar 
NOW. 
 
Also worthy of note is the tremendous 
write-up of the event in the Kent 
Gazette, no. 64 (newsletter of the Kent 
Association). You can read it via the 
EPA website. 
 
 

EPA Champion of Champions 
Oldbury-on-Severn, 15-16 October  
This event is where the best two 
doubles and triples teams and shooters 
from each EPA region vie for the 
coveted title. The format was the best 
two teams (by playing a 4-game 
snake) from each of two 12-team 
groups going straight into the semi-
finals and final. 
 
Debbie and Graham Gillett represented 
Sussex Pétanque (SXP) on the Satur-
day. The triples teams playing on the 
Sunday were Jeff, Herbie and our Tony, 
and our David A, Stephan and David R. 
The SXP shooter was Stephan.  
 
While David A & Co only managed to 
win one of their four games, Tony & Co 
did very well to win three, but just 
missing qualification to the second 
stage by one place (on points differ-
ence) – a fine achievement. 
 
Meanwhile, Stephan participated in the 
‘precision’ shooting competition. The 
very testing format is identical to that 
used for the world championship: four 
disciplines, each at four distances from 
circle to but. Alfred Senior proudly 
assisted, skilfully resetting the target 
boules and but when necessary and 
returning the thrown boules.  
 
In top form, Stephan, calm, cool and 
collected achieved an excellent score of 
27 points (over double what he made 
in the SXP qualifier) to come fifth 
overall. (The winning score was 35 
points.) So bien tiré! Stephan and 
hearty felicitations. 
 
 
 
 

 

Club Christmas Dinner 
 

We’re getting together on  
Saturday 17 December at Alfresco. 

 
Contact Ann W toot sweet. 
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Stephan shooting from the 9m circle. 

(National Umpire John Thatcher in 
foreground) 

 
 
 

Euro Cup for Clubs 
vs Crowborough Social Club 
30 October, away 
Each member country holds a knockout 
tournament to select its best club team 
to then compete with those of all the 
other countries in Europe next spring. 
Each match is the best of 5 games, two 
triples (at least one mixed) and three 
doubles (at least one mixed).  
 
Our first-round match was against 
Crowborough SC. In the first round, 
Janice, Ian and Tony won 13-5 (having 
been 0-5 down) while David A, Stephan 
and Ray won 13-9. So 2 up, looking 
good. 
 
However, in the second round Janice 
and Ray lost 2-13, Ian and Tony lost 
10-13 and David and Stephan won 13-
6. So we just won 3-2: whew! Very 
well done, squad.  
 
Soon after the match, we heard we’d 
got a bye in the second round. 
According to the fixture list, we’ll be 
playing away against a team from the 
Isle of Wight in the third round 
sometime in December or January.   
 
 
 
 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
4pm – 6pm, Sunday 20 November  
Holiday Inn, Kings Road, Brighton 

(opposite Alfresco) 
 
 

Nomination Form 
I wish to be nominated for the 

following position(s) on the  
BHPC Club Committee. 

 
Position: (please tick) 
 
President:  

Secretary:  

Treasurer:  

Competitions Secretary:  

Committee Member (3 places): 

 
  
      
Nomination:  …………………………….. 

Proposed by: …………………………….. 

Seconded by: …………………………….. 

 

Please return to:  
Pat Connolly 
4 Sussex Court, Emerald Quay, 
Shoreham, BN43 5EW 
 

 
 

 

Have you subscribed to  
our website yet? 

 

 
 
 

 

Winter Singles League 
 

Starting soon at a terrain near you. 
 

Details out even sooner. 
 


