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Like Ol’ Man River, our full-to-bursting 
schedule of club, regional and national 
events just keeps rolling along (count 
them). And this in the face of multiple 
obstacles; what nature is so rudely 
throwing at us this year, the revelation 
of the egregious LIBOR-fixing scandal, 
the failure to ‘reform’ the House of 
Lords (much easier just to abolish it, 
no?), the G4S Olympics security fiasco 
and, of course, our regular favourite, 
the ongoing Eurozone crisis.   
 
Besides the usual action-packed pétan-
que stories – including great news of 
club members winning both the Sussex 
Pétanque Doubles and Singles champ-
ionships - we also report on changes in 
the club’s management and a very 
important announcement about club-
house security (page 8).  
 
 

RESULTS  ROUN D-UP  
 

Club Events 
 

Club Mixed Doubles 
Sunday 27 May 
18 club members turned out on a 
surprisingly warm day for this event. 
With nine teams, the format was a 
snake of six rounds, including one bye.  
 
Congratulations to Katherine and Gar-
eth Jarvis, our first sibling team, who 
won the competition, being the only 
team to win all six games (with an 
impressive points difference of +43).  
 
Although both winning 5 games, Libby 
and Tony pipped Lisa and David A to 
second place because of their superior 
points difference. Well done to them, 
and to everyone who particpated: Jill 

Chrismas and Ian Maynard, Pat Conn-
olly and Terry Gibbons, Margie and 
Marcus Hayward, Marta Morales Garcia 
and Valentin Fonte, Jill Gebbett and 
David Miller and Ann Wordsworth and 
Rohan Bedford. 
 

 
Winners: Katherine and Gareth Jarvis 

(note blue sky and sunglasses) 

 
Runners-up: 

Tony Mann and Libby Knowles 
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Third place: Lisa Compton and David Alfred 

(Note the reverse height order.) 
 
Come and Try Open Day 
Monday 4 June 
Owing to the Jubilee weekend and yet 
more unsummery weather, turnout was 
a bit disappointing. The club will have 
to think creatively about how to make 
this potentially important event more 
successful next year.  
 
 

Battle of the Sexes 
Saturday 16 June 
Twenty club members came along for 
this now regular fun event in our 
calendar. This time, the 12 men beat 
the 8 women by 9 games to 6. Notably, 
Margie Hayward and Jill Gebbett won 
three out of their four games while 
Libby and Marta won two. Well done to 
all. 
 
 

Pointing and Shooting 
Competition and BBQ 
Saturday 20 June  
This challenging annual event tests 
basic pétanque skills through four 
pointing and four shooting exercises 
and one of throwing the jack (please 
say but, bouchon or cochonnet), each 
exercise being at varying distances. 
 
Two changes were made this year: 
performances were judged by four 
umpires to ensure consistency in 
scoring, and the target circles for the 
pointing disciplines were made a bit 
bigger than before. However, as it led 
to a queueing situation which didn’t go 

down too well, we will have to look 
again at the scoring system next year. 
 

 
Getting ready:  

note our bespoke shooting mat. 
 
The points achieved in both categories 
were added up to produce the Most 
Skilful Player.  
 
So congratulations to Steve who won 
the pointing section, to David and Ian 
who were equal winners of the shooting 
section, and to Ian for being this year’s 
Most Skilful Player. Well done to 
everyone who participated. 
 

 
 Best pointer  

(L to R) Ian Maynard (runner-up),  
Steve Elliott (winner), Rohan Bedford (3rd) 

 

 
Best shooter 

(L to R) Ian, David (equal winners),  
Gareth Jarvis (3rd) 
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Afterwards, the club held its first (and 
last?) barbecue of the year. The 
weather was cool but the spirit was 
warm.    
 
 

Women’s Doubles 
Saturday 7 July, 1pm 
The weather couldn’t have been more 
summery - medium thick cloud, moder-
ate wind and fairly light rain, with some 
heavier passages – for our first ever 
women-only competition. With six 
teams turning out, it was decided to 
play a snake of four rounds, ably 
administered by Harvey.  
 
The women played in great spirit, with 
many games being so closely fought 
that the competition didn’t end until 
past 5.30pm.  
 
Congratulations to the winners, Margie 
and Trish, the only team to win all four 
games. Although both teams won three 
games, Ann and Libby came second on 
points difference, while Di and Gaby 
came third.  
 
Well done to them and to Nick Row-
lands and Di Vincent and Jill Chrismas 
and Lisa Compton. Sheena Cox and Jill 
Gebbett had to withdraw after the 
second round, unfortunately. 
 
The event proved so popular it will 
become a regular fixture in the club’s 
calendar.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Subscribe NOW to our website. 

 
Subscribe to our club website and you get 
automatic notification when it’s updated. 

Cool. 
 

 

 
Winners: Trish Taylor (L), Margie Hayward  

 
 

 
Runners-up:  

 Ann Wordsworth, Libby Knowles  
 
 
 

 
Third place:  

Di Cherrie, Gaby Channing 
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Moving Mêlée 
Saturday 14 July 
18 members bravely turned out on 
another murky day to play in this 
afternoon event where each player is 
teamed up with another by lot and 
keeps their own score, the winner 
being the one with the best score 
(games won and points difference). 
 
There were going to be four rounds but 
play had to be abandoned due to a 
torrential downpour just as some teams 
were starting their fourth game, 
causing a quick exodus to the club-
house (what a boon it is).  

 
Give me your huddled (but happy) masses. 

 
Congratulations to Larry, Jill (3 wins 
each) and Steve, well done to all who 
gamely participated and thanks to Ann 
for organising. 
 

 
(L to R) Steve Elliott (third place), 

Jill Chrismas (runner-up), 
Larry de Jonquieres (winner) 

Regional Events 
 

SXP Doubles and Shooting 
Championships 
Crowborough: Sunday 10 June 
This event determines which two teams 
and which two shooters will represent 
our region in the national Champion of 
Champions Championship in October at 
Leicester.  
 
There was a random draw to decide the 
three 3-team leagues to determine the 
seeding of the top eight who qualified 
for the rolling knockout.  
 
In the quarter-finals, our David and 
Stephan Alfred beat Rob Newell and  
Steve Mortimer (who later won the 
Shooting Championship) 13-5, while 
our Gareth and Tony beat Paul Turner 
and Chris Mills 13-3.  
 
In the next round, the semi-finals, 
Gareth and Tony just beat David and 
Stephan 13-3, thus guaranteeing at 
least one BHPC team in the final. 
 
As the skies opened up, Gareth and 
Tony scored a resounding victory over 
Joe Phillips and Mark Sturit (Hastings), 
winning 13-3. Hearty congratulations to 
our boys, Gareth and Tony whom we 
wish well for Leicester.  
 

 
Sussex Pétanque Doubles Champions 

Gareth Jarvis (L) and Tony Mann 
 

And congratulations to Stephan who 
will also go to Leicester as the region’s 
second best shooter (as he did last 
year) out of the 13 who entered.  
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SXP Third Qualifier Day 
Sunday 24 June at PST 
14 teams from Sussex region turned 
out (two fewer than originally started), 
including all the BHPC teams, for the 
last qualifier to determine which teams, 
will fill the 8 + 4 places to represent 
SXP at the two Inter-Regional compet-
itions in September. (Please see the 
last newsletter for the composition of 
the our teams.) 
 
On the day, club honours went to the 
Crowbrights who came second, follow-
ed by SHAG’D who came fourth. In the 
final placing over the three days, 
SHAG’D came second and Crowbrights 
third. For two teams of mostly BHPC 
players to be in the region’s top three 
is a fine achievement for the club.  
 
But that’s not all. PTAnK came eighth 
overall in the top 8, while C3 and Rag-
ing Boules (with only two players) both 
qualified for the Challenge Cup quartet. 
Unfortunately, we have learned since 
that Raging Boules has had to with-
draw because Anthony has dropped out 
of the team. 
 
All this further demonstrates the mark-
ed improvement in the club’s depth in 
strength. We wish all our players good 
luck, with commiserations to LTTL (also 
with only two players on the last day) 
who didn’t manage to make the cut this 
year.  
 
Attention now focuses on the SXP 
squad as a whole. We wish them all the 
best in the forthcoming national cham-
pionships in September. Watch this 
space.   
 

SXP Inaugural Singles 
Championship 
Sunday 15 July at PST 
A dozen of Sussex’s finest came to our 
terrain for the first regional Singles 
Championship. BHPC was well repres-
ented by David Alfred, Steve Elliott, 
Harvey and Libby Knowles and Tony 
Mann. 
 
The top 8 players from three leagues of 
four (3 rounds of play) went into the 
Main and the others into the Plate, to 
then play a rolling knockout. As we go 

to press, we don’t yet know the full 
results of all the participants. 
 
However, we do know how our David 
and Tony did. Although losing the first 
two rounds in the league, David won 
his third game and so just qualified for 
the Main. Having won the quarter-final 
against Steve Mortimer (Hastings, SXP 
best shooter this year), David then won 
the semi-final against Alan Constable.  
 
In the final David came up against Joe 
Phillips (Hastings), a fearsome shooter 
and a very good pointer, who had 
beaten Jeff Mitchell, another top-class 
player, in the semi-final. (Joe came 
second in the SXP Doubles Champion-
ship, as reported above.)  
 
Having been neck and neck up to 8-7, 
an unlucky shot by Joe in the next end 
helped David to score le sac to make it 
11-7. In the next end Joe again made 
an unlucky shot, this time incredibly 
unlucky, a classic contre-carreau (see 
the Pétanque Lexicon on our website) 
to give David three points* and so 
game, a result that astonished him as 
much as anyone or everyone else. 
 
Congratulations to David and also to 
Tony who won the Plate, and well done  
to all our players and to everyone who 
participated in this inaugural event.  
 

 
Sussex Pétanque Singles Champion  
David Alfred: Joe Phillips (R), Runner-up 

(Lucky bird, top L) 
 

* David will gladly describe the last two 
ends in graphic detail to anyone who may 
be interested (or not). 
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Club Challenge 
 

Adur PC 
Tuesday 19 June  
13 club members turned out for the 
first of our annual two matches against 
our sister club down the road, Adur PC. 
 
After the first of tree rounds, we led by 
4 games to 2. In the second round, we 
again won, this time by 5-1 including a  
fanny by Gareth, Harvey and Ann. The  
third round, finishing at 10.20, was 
drawn 3-3. So we again won the whole 
show, this time by 12 games to 6. 
 
As usual, this was a friendly and very 
enjoyable fixture. Thanks to all who 
participated. Watch out for news of the 
next match which will be away.  
 
 

EPA Events 
 

Veterans Triples Championship 
Sunday 1 July 
In the last edition we reported how 
‘our’ team of David A, Ian, David 
Randall (BHPC member until last year) 
and Bob qualified for the finals held at 
Burnham, Bucks.  
 

 
(L to R) David Alfred, David Randall, 
Bob White (Ian Maynard was absent) 

 
The eight teams were divided into two 
groups of four as seeded by the 
qualifying round. The ‘barrage plus 
play-off’ system (don’t ask) was used 
so as to determine the positions of the 
best four teams, just in case the EPA 
receives multiple invitations to send 
veterans teams to mainland Europe.  
 
Our boys won their first game 13-1, 
but lost the second 11-13 to a very 
good team from London (who event-
ually came second: see picture below). 

So to be in the top four teams, our 
team had to play and win a third game. 
Which is what they did, 13-9, against a 
good team from Oxshott. So far, so 
good. 
 
However, the going then got somewhat 
rougher as did our boys’ play. Losing 4-
13 to the Jameson team (the eventual 
winners: see picture below - Lee, on 
the left, opposite his wife, Angie), our 
boys then lost again, 2-13, to a team 
from Croydon. To decide third and 
fourth places, our team would have had 
to play the other team that did not win 
two games. In the event, the organ-
isers declared both teams equal third 
(ie, semi-finalists) so the last game 
was not played.  
 
The club is proud that four of its senior 
members (past and present) are 
among the best in the country. 
Felicitations! 
 

 
The top two teams: look suspiciously young 
 
 

Men’s Triples Championship 
Sunday 8 July 
Although awaiting detailed news from 
the front, we learn from the PPA 
(Pétanque Press Agency) that our 
Gareth and Tony together with Jeff 
Mitchell (Crowborough) and Graham 
Elcombe (Adur) came fifth out of the 16 
teams competing in this second stage 
of the championship. So they now 
proceed to the finals (eight teams), to 
find the best team who will represent 
England in the European championship 
later in the year.  
 
Again, the cry goes up: “Well done, 
boys, fantastic!”  
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Corporate Events 
 

P & V Event 
Thursday 12 July 
How it poured with fresh summer rain 
as about 25 of the 90 or so invitees 
actually turned out for this petanque 
party, the second put on by the travel 
firm, Pierre et Vacances. They had 
bravely put up two gazebos on the terr-
ain and transported masses of refresh-
ments to the clubhouse.  
 
 

 
 
 
Tony and David A organised a pointing 
competition and a solitary doubles 
game to 7 points, in which all the play 
was from under the gazebos out into 
the terrain. Three guesses as to which 
of our sturdy members stood out in the 
rain to throw back the boules (look 
carefully at the picture).  
 
We hope to host P & V again in the 
near future.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

YouTube Recommendation 
 

Championnat du Monde 
Tir de Precision Petanque 2001 

 
This clip of the precision shooting  
world championship features 
Philippe Quintais, one of France’s 
greatest ever players (and still going 
strong).  
 

 

 
Club Governance 
On Sunday 1 July, about 30 members 
attended an Emergency General Meet-
ing of the club, chaired by Tony Mann, 
former club President and current EPA 
National Secretary.  
 
The EGM was called, first, to elect a 
new Secretary and Treasurer following 
the resignations of Steve Elliott and Phil 
Evans. Pat Connolly and Sheena Cox 
were elected to these posts respect-
ively. 
 
The second purpose was to put a 
motion of no confidence in the Presid-
ent, Rohan Bedford. In the event, he 
stood down, and the meeting elected 
David Alfred.  
 
For the record, we have regretfully to 
report that what triggered this agenda 
was the failure of the Officers and 
committee to control properly Steve’s 
work to the clubhouse roof (aimed at 
preventing skate-boarding), including 
allowing its cost to balloon to a sub-
stantial proportion of club funds. A 
report on this matter by David A was 
circulated at the EGM. 
 
We hope the club will learn from the 
experience, and that any personal 
wounds it created will soon heal. Our 
club is not just about pétanque and 
being well run: it’s also about friend-
ship and camaraderie.   
 
The EGM also elected Harvey Knowles 
onto the committee. [Following the first 
meeting of the new committee on July 
14, Nick Rowlands was co-opted onto 
the committee.]  
 
So, the new club Committee is: 
 
President  David Alfred 
Secretary  Pat Connolly 
Treasurer  Sheena Cox 
Competitions Sec. Ann Wordsworth  
Committee members Gareth Jarvis 
   Harvey Knowles 
   Nick Rowlands 
   Olive Sacre 
 
We wish them all well. 
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STOP PRESS 
 

CLUBHOUSE SECURITY 
 

At its first meeting on July 14, the new 
Committee discussed the recent incident 
when Ann found a streetperson sleeping 
on the table in the clubhouse. He had 
obviously gained access because a 
keyholder let him/herself in but failed to 
lock up when they left. Although the 
streetperson left quietly, anything could 
have happened.  
 
Given the inescapable conflict between 
the security of the clubhouse and ease of 
access to it by members, the Committee 
has decided the former is more 
important. 
 
Consequently, we shall soon be 
changing the locks and restricting the 
distribution of the new keys to current 
Committee members and Tony Mann 
(who runs the regular Thursday BLAGSS 
sessions).  
 
It will therefore be up to members without 
keys to make sure they have what they 
need at the terrain if no keyholder is 
likely to be there. 
 
The Committee regrets any inconven-
ience caused by this change but it 
believes it is in the clubʼs best interest. 
  

 

 
New Junior Players for Early 202Os 
in Prospect 
Congratulations to Trish and Jeff Taylor 
on the birth of their first grandchild, 
Maisie. We look forward to her teaming 
up with Stephan’s newborn, Cyrus, to 
form the club’s youngest ever mixed 
doubles team early next decade. Train-
ing will begin as soon as they can walk.  
 
With further arrivals later this year to 
Sheena and again to Trish and Jeff 
(bumper baby crop for the club this 
year) and with Alma Alfred also on the 
books, it looks as though the club’s 
new long-term youth policy is bearing 

fruit. Members will be pleased to know 
the club is considering setting up a 
confidential advisory service about how 
they or their children can contribute 
further to this scheme. 
 
 

 
Have your say 

We welcome contributions from club 
members on any aspect of pétanque  

or the club, or suggestions for  
improving this publication. 

 
Please contact David A 

 

 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 

Club Welcome Doubles 
Saturday 21 July, 1pm 
In which we match up more experien-
ced with less experienced players for 
probably four rounds. Roll up, roll up! 
 

Open Triples  
Sunday 22 July 
This is a first for the club. We hope it 
will attract good teams from far and 
wide. Places still available. Good prizes. 
Details on the website. 
 
SXP Triples Championship 
Sunday 29 July at Hastings 
To decide which two teams will 
represent Sussex at the Champion of 
Champions Championship in October. 
 

Open Doubles 
Sunday 5 August 
We hope to repeat the great success 
we had with this event last year. 24 
places. Details on the website.  
 

Club Doubles 
Sunday 12 August 
One of the club’s premier competitions. 
We hope for a record turn out. It could 
be you! 
 
 

Key 
EPA =  English Pétanque Association 
PST = Peace Statue Terrain, our home 
SXP =  Sussex Pétanque, our region within        
 the EPA  


