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The publishers deeply regret the late app-
earance of this, the first newsletter of 
2013. It was due to factors beyond our 
control. First, our engineers experienced 
enormous technical difficulties in thawing 
out the sophisticated, heat-sensitive print-
ing and processing equipment. Second, 
our editorial staff have been up to their 
cuticles in reporting on the latest multiple 
outbreaks of the Conservative Party’s 25-
year nosebleed over the country’s mem-
bership of the European Union and the 
FIPJP.  
 

Club Matters 
Since the AGM last November, our new 
President, Terry Gibbons and the Exec-
utive Committee (see p. 4) have been 
working hard to ensure the smooth-
running of the club which there is always 
much more to than meets the eye.  
 
There have been two major initiatives that 
members will be aware of. First, the sel-
ection of a new strip with a full range of 
clothing items: polo shirt, sweatshirt, 
fleece, cap, etc. Second, clubhouse sec-
urity has been resolved by installing a 
number-lock.  
 

Winter Singles League 
24 November to March 2013 
Ian Maynard, our new Competitions Sec-
retary, devised an exciting new format for 
this competition, the first one of the new 
season.   
 
24 members signed up (15 men, 9 wom-
en) for the two-stage format. In the first, 
participants were randomly placed in 
three colour divisions alongside seeded 
players (as determined by modified Player 
of the Year rankings) who were evenly 
split between the divisions.  
  

As usual, scoring was based on 3 points 
for a win, 1 point for a loss and superior 
points difference in case of a tie on points. 
The result of the first stage was: 
Red  
Tony 15 points, Lisa 9, Rohan 8    
Green  
All 17 pts: Gareth +26, Di C +17,  
Terry +9 
Blue  
All 17 pts: David A +29, Ian +18,  
Chris V +12 
 
In the second stage, the top three players 
from each colour division went into the 
Main division. The final result was:    
1. David A 22 pts  +36  
2. Tony 18  +33 
3. Rohan 18  +18 
(Ian and Gareth also scored 18 points with 
points differences of  +17 and +7.) 
 
The next three players went into the 
Plate division. The final result was:  
1. Jill C 17 pts  +23 
2. Marcus  14  +12 
3. Sheena 13  +13 
 
The remaining players went into the 
Consolage division where all five players 
played one another twice.  
1. Mark C 20 pts  +30 
2. Jill G 20  +28 
3. Alan I 18  +1 
 
The general verdict was that the new 
format was fair, convenient (not too many 
games) and very well administered by Ian 
who regularly updated the results in 
clearly set out tables (which can all be 
found on the website). 
 
Congratulations to all the winners and well 
done to everyone who participated. Hope-
fully, even more members will join in the 
league next season (ie, later this year). 
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‘Welcome’ Doubles Mêlée 
Sunday 5 May  
17 club members turned out on a much 
longed-for warm and sunny day (can you 
spot the tell-tale signs in the photos?) to 
participate in the season’s first day-long 
club competition under the capable 
direction of Ian, ably supported by Terry. 
 
The odd number of players meant there 
would be seven doubles teams and one 
triples which were selected by randomly 
pairing more experienced with less exper-
ienced players. The top four teams from 
the two leagues played in the Main and 
the other four teams in the Plate.  
 

 
Terry (with Little Ernie) and Ian  
hard at work sorting things out 

 
Rohan and Mark capped their unbeaten 
record on the day by winning the final 
against Ian and Sam Marshall, a very new 
and welcome member. Ann and Gaby won 
the Plate. 
 
 

 
Plate Winners 

(L) Ann Wordsworth, Gaby Channing 
 
 
 

 
Winners: (L) Mark Cherrie, Rohan Bedford 

 
 

 
Runners-up: (L) Sam Marshall, Ian Maynard 

 
 
 

 
Third place: Jill Gebbett, David Alfred 
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Moving Mêlée 
Sunday 12 May 
On a bright and dry but very breezy and 
chilly day (only) 10 club members turned 
out for this competition, in which teams 
are randomly selected in each round and 
each player keeps their own score. The 
number of players meant that a round 
consisted of two doubles and two triples 
games. Four rounds were played. 
 
Winner: Rohan Bedford (4 wins, +31) 
Runner-up: Ian Maynard (4 wins, +24) 
Third:        Ann Wordsworth (3 wins, +16) 
 
Congratulations to the winners and well 
done to all who participated, especially 
three new members, Brenda and Sam 
Marshall and Mick Holbrook. 
 

 
(L) Ian (2nd), Rohan (winner), Ann (3rd) 

 
SXP Qualifier 1 
Crowborough Social Club, April 14 
This year 15 teams are competing for 
places to represent our region, Sussex 
Pétanque, in the EPA Inter-Regional 
Championship (squad of eight teams) and 
Challenge Cup (squad of four teams) later 
in the year. Squad selection is made 
through three separate tournaments or 
‘qualifiers’ the results of which are then 
cumulated to give a final ranking order. 
The aim is to find the strongest squads we 
can to compete with those of the other 
regions in our division. 
 
The first tournament was held at Crow-
borough Social Club on a nice, warm day 
(praise be to the Lord).  
 
BHPC members are involved in three 
teams this year:  
Adapters:, Alan I, David M, Pat, Terry  
Alvis: David A, Gareth, Stephan  
Crowbright: Alan Constable [Crowbor-
ough SC], Ian, Tony  
 

As in previous years, there were leagues 
in the ‘morning’ to seed all the teams for 
the subsequent rolling knockouts in a 
‘first’ and a ‘second’ division.  
 
Alvis and Crowbright qualified for the first 
division, and Adapters for the second div-
ision. Their final seedings after the second 
round of games were: 
Alvis  2nd  21 points  
Crowbright 6th  13 pts 
Adapters    15th    2 pts  
 
SXP Qualifier 2 
PST, May 19 
Our club hosted the second day of the 
Sussex Pétanque qualifiers, the temper-
ature soaring to well over 100, with the 
sun making a welcome guest appearance 
later in the afternoon.  
 
Crowbright (with Les MacDonnell replacing 
Alan C) played exceptionally well to win all 
six games, scoring 24 points for first place 
on the day. This now puts them in equal 
first place overall. Great guns. 
 
Adapters played very well to come sixth 
on the day. Although only climbing two 
places, their points total puts them within 
a hair’s breadth of making at least the 
Challenge squad. One more heave.  
 
Alvis (with Janice Doherty replacing 
Gareth, making hay in Ecuador) stumbled. 
Having lost all their games in the morning, 
they won all their remaining games in the 
‘second’ division to come ninth on the 
day. They are now in third place overall.  
 

 
Crowbright  

(L) Tony Mann, Ian Maynard, Les MacDonnell 
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Adapters: (L) David Miller, Alan Issler, 

Terry Gibbons, Pat Connolly 
 
So, after two of the three qualifiers, BHPC 
players are in two of the top three teams 
in Sussex, to wit: 
 
                     Q1       Q2    Current Ranking 
Crowbright 6th  1st    = 1st   37 pts  
Alvis  2nd  9th   3rd   29 pts  
Adapters    15th  6th 13th   15 pts 
 
Congratulations to all our players.  
 
Special thanks go to Nick Rowlands for 
running our Café Carreau, ably supported 
by Jill Gebbett, Ann Wordsworth and 
Janice Doherty, and to Terry and the EC 
for preparing the terrain and hosting the 
event so successfully. 
 
EuroCup for Clubs: 
Fourth Round 
Crondall PC, January 20 
On a very cold, wet day our intrepid Euro-
Cup squad - David A, Gareth, Ian, Janice, 
Pat, Stephan, Terry and Tony – trundled 
up to the Hampshire-Surrey borderlands 
to play in one of the four regional groups 
into which the top 16 clubs left in the 
competition were divided. 
 
However, as one club had pulled out, we 
had to play only two other clubs for the 
honour of reaching the fifth and final 
round, where the winners of each group 
vie to produce the team to represent 
England in the European finals later next 
year.  
 
Squad captain, David Alfred, commented 
after the contest: “We started off brill-
iantly by winning three of the four triples 
games - two by David/Gareth/Stephan,  

one by Ian/Janice/Tony - which put us in 
pole position.  
 
But I’m afraid to say we then won only 
two of our six doubles games (three each 
against our two opposing clubs), both of 
them thanks to the determined play of our 
Mixed team, Ian and Janice. Neither 
Gareth and Tony nor Stephan and I 
managed to win a single game out of four. 
We just didn’t play as well as we could 
have and often do.  
 
I’d like to thank Pat and Terry very much 
for joining the squad for this round. 
Although I’m sorry circumstances were 
such that they didn’t get a game, their 
presence really helped to keep up the 
squad’s morale.  
 
So, overall, although it was a bit of a let-
down, the result doesn’t affect one jot or 
tittle our determination to try even harder 
next time to jump that final hurdle to get 
into the last four.”  
 
The final result of this round was that our 
club beat Compton PC 3-2 (winning both 
triples games and the Mixed doubles), but 
lost 2-3 to the eventual winners, Ship Inn 
(winning one triples and the Mixed doub-
les). So, in the end, our squad was just 
one game short of winning the round and 
thus going into the fifth and final round of 
four clubs. 
 
Thus ends our journey in the Euro Cup for 
Clubs that began last September, travel-
ing further than ever before. Well done to 
our indomitable and cheerful squad for all 
their efforts. What’s that that Arnold 
Schwarzenegger said? 
 

 

Our Recommendation 
 PetanqueTube.com 
ʻEuro Cup of Clubs 2012ʼ 

 
This clip shows the team our club would have 
played last year had we won the English crown 
and then beaten all the other best clubs in 
Europe to reach the final. You donʼt have to 
understand the commentary to see what our 
triples team would have been up against.  
 
But it would have been such great fun! 
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS  
 
Triples League - ongoing 
NB Ends 30 June 
 
Club Doubles 
PST, Sunday 2 June 
Let’s have a good turnout.  
 
Women’s Doubles  
PST, Sunday 9 June  
Come on, ladies. 
 
SXP Qualifier 3   
Hastings, Sunday 16 June  
 
Club Challenge v Adur PC  
PST, Tuesday evening, June 18 
We hope as many members as possible 
will turn out for this annual, friendly and 
enjoyable event.  
 
Open Doubles-by-the-Sea  
PST, Sunday 23 June  
Only 24 places, so register soon if you 
want to have a go. See the website for 
details.  
 
SXP Doubles Championship   
Sunday 30 June 
Goldsmith PC, Crowborough 
Gareth and Tony won last year. Can one 
of our teams carry it off again this year? 
Both winners and runners-up are entitled 
to represent SXP at the EPA Champion of 
Champions later in the year. 
 
Pointing and Shooting 
Competitions 
PST, noon on Saturday 6 July 
Good fun will be had by all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O u r  C lu b  C o m m i t t e e  
President  Terry Gibbons 
Secretary  Pat Connolly 
Treasurer  Sheena Cox* 
Membership Sec. Ann Wordsworth  
Competitions Sec. Ian Maynard 
Members   Alan Issler 
   Gareth Jarvis 
   Nick Rowlands 

 
* Our best wishes go to Sheena for a full 
and speedy recovery from her recent 
illness.  
 
Well done to Terry who wins the Most 
Pictures award for the May newsletter.  
 
 

 

Have you subscribed to the 
website yet? 

 
When you do – it’s as easy as pie -  you’ll 
get automatic notification when the Home 

page is updated. Nice one. 
 

 
 
 

 
Contributions from club members are very 

welcome. Please send your articles, reports, 
pictures, letters, etc. to David A 

 

 
 
 

 

Key 
EPA =  English Pétanque Association 
PST = Peace Statue Terrain, our home 
SXP =  Sussex Pétanque, our EPA region  
 

 
 


