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Sensational EuroCup Success: 
BHPC Reaches Last 16  
Forget the FA Cup third round, forget 
the Test matches, forget the Australian 
Open, the club achieved its best ever 
result in the Euro Cup for Clubs by 
winning its third round match against 
Sandown and Shanklin PC on Sunday 
January 8.  
 
Early on a mild, dry and, later, sunny 
winter’s day, David A, Gareth, Pat and 
Stephan drove down to the Isle of 
Wight to join Ray and Tony who were 
already there. (On the ferry there and 
back, David held an impromptu cryptic 
crossword tutorial.) 
 
As usual, the match was the best of 
five games: two triples and three 
doubles, at least one of each being 
between mixed teams. 
 
In the triples round, while our open 
team of David, Stephan and Gareth 
teeth-gnashingly surrendered a healthy 
lead to lose 11-13, our mixed team of 
Ray, Pat and Tony won convincingly 
13-3*.   
 

 
Where’s David? 

 

With the match score now 1-1, we had 
to win two games in the second round 
of three doubles games to take the 
match. Our two ‘open’ teams were 
David and Stephan, and Ray and Tony. 
Our mixed team was Gareth and Pat.  
 
Ray and Tony apparently had a rather 
torrid time, losing 5-13. On any other 
day, they could just as easily have 
won. Meanwhile, father and son duo 
David and Stephan started off well to 
lead 11-4 (missing a good opportunity 
to wrap up the game), were then 
caught up to 11-10 before finally doing 
the business to win 13-10. 
 
So the match score was now 2-2. 
Everyone gathered round – the weather 
still holding up beautifully - to watch 
the last few ends of the game that 
would decide the match.  
 
 

 
Pat (L) and Gareth: The Magnificent Two 

 
We come in at the point where Gareth 
and Pat leading 10-4 then lost one 
point and then five more to make the 
score 10-10. Further very tight ends 
took the score to 12-12.  
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At 2 games all, this is as close as it gets. 

 
Under not inconsiderable pressure, Pat 
and Gareth were to play a memorable 
final end. It hots up when Gareth 
shoots the opposition’s then winning 
point by a dramatic, rolling semi-
carreau that itself remains the winning 
point until the opposition play their last 
boule which just beats it on the other 
side of the bouchon (jack), about 8-9 
inches away. This is game on the 
ground for the opposition. It cannot 
stand. 
 
Fortunately, Gareth has one boule in 
hand and Pat two. They need to shoot 
the boule or outpoint it. They confer. 
The rest of the squad debates the 
complex tactical permutations, and 
calls in fresh reserves of fingernails 
from the mainland. The birds stop 
flying. 
 
Here we go. They’ve decided. Gareth 
shoots. He misses. What now? The 
tension, already at fever pitch, rises 
even more. Just two boules left. What’s 
this? Pat assumes a shooting stance. 
She shoots. It’s about eight metres. 
Then: not only does the shot hit the 
(right) boule, but, just to make sure of 
the result, it also moves the bouchon 
towards Gareth’s boule.  
 
That’s it. Yes, yes, yes. They win the 
point! They win the game! We win the 
match! The squad rushes onto the 
terrain to embrace Gareth and Pat with 
much emotion, many “well done”s, 
much smiling.  
 

What a rollercoaster! One of the most 
exciting games any of us have seen, to 
go down in the club annals. It was the 
second great game Pat has been 
involved in since winning the EPA Over-
50s Plate competition with Ian last Oct-
ober.  
 
The opposition took their narrow defeat 
graciously and both squads retired to 
the nearby clubhouse, ours enjoying a 
celebration round followed by home-
made soup that tasted of nectar.  
 
Our memorable win means the club 
progresses to Round 4 of this prestig-
ious competition on March 4 where the 
last 16 clubs battle it out to secure a 
place in the final round of 4.  
 
Good luck, squad!  
 
 

 
Our successful squad relaxing after the 
match: (L to R) Ray, Gareth, Stephan, 

Tony, David and Pat (plus Ian and Janice) 
 
 
* Ray writes:   “We had an interesting 
tactical situation in our open triples game 
when we were 9-3 ahead. Pat, who had been 
pointing superbly, pointed a great first boule 
right on the jack. The opponents shot and 
missed, their boule staying on the terrain 
near the back. They then pointed their 
remaining five boules, not beating Pat's but 
crowding the head, making subsequent 
points possible but not easy. 
 
We had five boules to play, needing to score 
three more points for the match. We could 
have pointed all our boules, hoping that three 
would score, but, because of the opponentsʼ 
boules, not certain. There was one other 
option - shoot Pat's  boule! It was right on the 
jack and there was a good chance that a hit 
would take the jack out and holding four 
boules, we would score 4 and win the match 
... 
 



 – 3 – January 27, 2012  

 

The danger: we could take out Pat's boule 
and then fail to score, giving the opponents 
five points - that would have been a 
DISASTER! 
 
It was a bit of a dilemma but Tony had been 
shooting well, the shot was about 7m and not 
too difficult. Like all good teams, we discuss-
ed as a team what to do and agreed to take 
the shot. Tony successfully hit Pat's boule 
and the jack moved - unfortunately to land 
next to the opponent's back boule.   
ARGGHHH!  
 
We decided to shoot again, and Tony was 
again successful - this time at 9-10m - and 
this time the jack did leave the terrain. We 
now only had three boules in hand, making 
the score 12-4. Fortunately we won on the 
next end.  
 
Shooting your own boule is always a 'brave' 
decision. Some might say  'foolish'! But it's 
really a case of:   
*  evaluating the risk  
*  evaluating the pros and cons   
*  how ''on form'' the shooter is - it's a tough     
ask and they need to feel confident and sup-
ported by the team in the decision  
* evaluating the probability of how many 
points you could score by shooting, how 
many by pointing.” 
 
Tony writes:  “I would say that neither Pat or 
I had seen the possibility of shooting Pat's 
boule to take out the jack: it was Ray who 
brought it to our attention. I wasn't 100% sure 
that it was the right strategy to go for initially, 
but Ray pointed out that I was shooting well 
and that did indeed sway my decision by 
having confidence in me …” 
 
 

The France Show 
Ray writes:  “Ian and myself, along 
with Tony and Gareth, played in the 
Pierre & Vacances (P&V) sponsored 
Doubles competition at the France 
Show, Earls Court, on Sunday January 
15. 
 
Pierre & Vacances sponsored an indoor 
terrain at the show with enough room 
for four games to take place. 17 teams 
entered the competition, with a holiday 
for two as the main prize and sets of 
P&V engraved boules for the runners- 
up. 
 

The 17 teams were divided into three 
groups of 4 and one group of 5: we 
were in the group of 5. Each group 
played three games and due to time 
constraints, each game was strictly 
limited to ten minutes each. Play had to 
stop immediately the whistle was 
blown! 
 
The terrain was quite simple - sand on 
carpet, the sort of thing you could 
easily do in your own living room. It 
played well and so did Ian and I for the 
initial rounds. We won our first game  
8-0 and the second 3-2. Two wins and 
a good points difference were enough 
to see us through into the last four, the 
semi-finals. 
 
I'm afraid we didn't play as well and 
lost to a better team, who went 
through to the finals, against former 
GB players, Lee and Angie Jamieson, 
who won a close-fought final and a 
well-deserved holiday.” 
 
Gareth writes: “…[with Tony] we won 
one, drew one, and lost one in the 
league bit of the competition. 
Therefore, we did not get through to 
the next phase ...  
 
… I think Nick (P&V) was very happy 
with the event. The pétanque 
competition meant his was the busiest 
stand, with lots of passing interest from 
the public. During the competition 
itself, there were generally 20 to 30 
people milling around, with the odd 
person asking to join in and play. 
Compared to the other stands I visited 
this was quite exceptional.  
 
I had a quick chat with Nick towards 
the end of the event and he was 
definitely very positive, and pleased 
with the response from the public 
compared to previous years. He partly 
put it down to the location of the stand 
as well as the pétanque competition.  
 
So, all in all, a successful day for 
pétanque and P&V.” 
 
 
Watch out for what we hope will be 
further exciting developments in our 
relationship with P&V this year. 
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Club Competitions:  
Changes for 2012  
In the last edition of this organ, we 
reported (possibly prematurely, but not 
serious enough, our lawyers advise, to 
warrant being hauled before the 
Leveson enquiry) that a group of Four 
Wise Men would be convened to 
consider changes in the organization of 
future leagues, open competitions and 
the pointing and shooting competition.  
 
In fact, a working party of a different 
complexion was formed – Ann, David 
A, Gareth and Steve - chaired by our 
Dear Leader, Rohan.  
 
The results of its careful deliberations 
are as follows: 
 
1. this year the club will hold both an 
Open Doubles and an Open Triples 
competition. 
 
2.   the Pointing and Shooting skillsfest 
will be scored by a small team of 
umpires rather than by each member 
of a pair of contestants as previously. 
 
3.   in all League competitions after the 
current one, all a player’s scores will be 
nullified if they have played fewer than 
20% of their games by half way 
through the competition. This ‘qualify-
ing’ rule will be waived if a player gives 
notice before the League begins that 
they will not be able to comply with it 
due to extenuating circumstances. 
 
4.   the points awarded in all qualifying 
competitions for the Player of the Year 
(POTY) rankings will be as follows: 
 
    winner:         15  
    runner-up:       12  
    3rd place:        10  
    4th place, 5th pl, etc:  9, 8, 7, etc.  
 
Also, as the year progresses, it’s hoped 
to publish a running POTY table on the 
website (to add to the gaiety of the 
nation). 
 
5.   the club will hold a new, half-day 
competition, to wit, Women’s Doubles.  
 
 
 
 

 
Have your say 

We welcome contributions from club 
members on any aspect of pétanque  

or the club, or suggestions for  
improving this publication. 

 
Please contact David A. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Subscribe to our website  

and you will get automatic notification  
when the home page is updated. 

 

 


