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If nothing else, the reports in this 
edition show how active a club we are, 
organizing or participating in all 
manner of events. However, this is by 
no means all we’re about. We meet all 
year round just for the joy of playing 
the wonderful game of pétanque. 
 

 
Have your say 

We welcome contributions from club 
members on any aspect of pétanque  

or the club, or suggestions for  
improving this publication. 

 
Please contact David A 

 

 
 
RESULTS ROUND-UP 
 
Club Events 
 
Spring Doubles League 
Somewhat belatedly, mainly due to 
technical hitches, the results of this 
competition were announced at the 
Club Doubles. 10 teams participated.  
 
The format was a round robin, in which 
each team plays all the others (in this 
case, a maximum of 9 games), and the 
winners are decided by games won (3 
points for a win, 1 point for a loss) or, 
if these are equal, by points difference. 
 
Winners:  Terry Gibbons and Tony 
Mann (27 points, 9 games, points 
difference + 67) 
Runners-up: David and Stephan 
Alfred (25 points, 8 games, +61) 
3rd place: Jill Chrismas and Ian 
Maynard (23 points, 7 games, +43) 

 
Winners: Terry Gibbons (R) and  
Tony Mann  
 
Congratulations to Terry and Tony 
whose names are already inscribed on 
a brand new cup for the competition 
(proudly held, above) that was very 
kindly donated by Terry’s management 
at Gatwick airport. And well done to all 
who participated in this event. 
 
 

Club Doubles: 31 July 
A record 13 teams (five more than last 
year) turned out for this competition. 
In the morning session, there were 
three groups of 4, 4 and 5 teams. The 
top two from each of the groups plus 
the next two best teams went into the 
Main competition of 8 teams, while the 
remaining 5 teams went into the Plate 
competition. The Main competition was 
a rolling knockout, while the Plate was 
a snake of three games.  
 
In the Main, all four of the top-placed 
teams from the morning groups - 
Andrew and David Randall, Ray Ager 
and Gareth Jarvis, David and Stephan, 
Ian and Jill C - won their first games 
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(ie, quarter-finals). As both won their 
second-round (semi-final) games, there  
was a repeat of last year’s final with 
the Randalls battling with the Alfreds. 
However, this time, the victors were 
Andrew and David (below) who won 
13-7 in a keenly fought game.  
 

 
 
Third-place: Ray and Gareth  
Plate winners: Norman and Julien 
 
Congratulations to the prize winners 
and well done to all the contestants.  
 
 

Pointing and Shooting 
Competition: Saturday 20 August  
This is a challenging but enjoyable 
event that tests pétanque skills. Based 
on the EPA Skills Award, there are four 
pointing and four shooting exercises 
and one of throwing the jack (le but, le 
bouchon, le cochonnet), each at 
varying distances, representing real 
situations that can occur in any game. 
  
A few adjustments were made for this 
year’s event, and we’re hoping to make 
more next year to improve it yet 
further. 
 
 
 

 
Subscribe NOW to our website. 

 
Subscribe to our club website and you get 
automatic notification when it’s updated 

(saving emails). Cool. 
 

Do it! 
 

 

 
The terrain set up for the exercises and 
the barbecue to follow. 
 
 

 
The pointing winners: Ray Ager (L), 
Chris Holden  and Rohan Bedford 

 

 
The shooting winners: Pat Connolly (L), 
Rohan and Nick Rowlands 
 
Rohan won the Most Skilful Player 
award, and Chris was runner-up. Rohan 
also won the Most Skilful New Player 
award, making a haul of four medals on 
the day! Congratulations to him, to all 
the winners, and to everyone who 
participated in this important but very 
challenging event.  
 
There followed an enjoyable barbecue 
and the odd game or two. 
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Charity Doubles: 28 August 
Eight teams set out from all points in 
sunshine but by the time they fore-
gathered at the clubhouse clouds and 
rain raised their ugly heads (so to 
speak). However, the weather quickly 
bucked up, so that play could begin 
shortly after the due time of 1pm. 
 
The format was a snake, each team 
playing four games by lot. (Has not our 
little plastic bingo machine been one of 
the club’s wisest investments?) 
 
By the end of the afternoon, although 
both winning all four games, David and 
Stephan won the competition, by virtue 
of a superior points difference (+44) to 
that of Alan Issler and Tony (+29). Jill 
C and Ian came third. Well done to 
them and to all the contestants. 
 
In the picture below, the père et fils 
duo are holding the Alan Smith 
Memorial Trophy. They chose as their 
charity the Somerset Day Centre, 
where Ray Ager and Bob White work. 
 
 

 

 
Runners-up: 
Alan Issler (L) and Tony Mann 
 
 

 
Third-place:  
Jill Chrismas (L) and Ian Maynard. 
 
 

Club Challenges 
 

Hertfordshire Select PC  
Saturday 13 August 
As last year, 11 members from Herts 
came down to join 15 of us (plus Lisa 
and Peter who played for Herts Select) 
in a friendly contest on a bright if 
breezy day. The five teams on each 
side (all ours were doubles) played 
three rounds. 
 
The result was we won 14 games out of 
15. On top of home advantage, this 
result may well reflect a general 
improvement in the club’s standard. 
Well done to everyone who particip-
ated.   
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Adur PC: Tuesday 23 August  
13 club members turned out by 7pm 
for the away match against our friends 
at Adur PC who had so many members 
lying in wait for us that they chose to 
run two different formations of six 
teams each to play against our six 
teams for the two rounds of play.  
 
After the first round we found our-
selves leading 5 games to 1. In the 
second, mostly played under floodlights 
– a lovely visual and even aural 
experience – we won 4-2, the last 
game being a very tight and intense 
affair which Gareth and Jill C only just 
lost.  
 
So we won the whole show by 9 games 
to 3, reinforcing the point made in the 
report above. As usual, this was a very 
enjoyable fixture. Well done to every-
one who participated. 
 
 

Sussex Pétanque Doubles  
and Shooting Competition 
Crowborough: Sunday 7 August 
Two teams from the club - David R/Ian 
and David/Stephan A - and Tony 
(playing with Jeff Mitchell from 
Crowborough) turned out for this 
competition that determines which two 
teams and which two shooters will be 
entitled to represent our region in the 
national Champion of Champions event 
later in the year. 

The only club success on the day was 
Stephan coming second in the shooting 
competition. Some of us will take a 
paternal interest in how he does at the 
national event.  

OPEN DOUBLES by-the-sea 
Sunday 21 August 

Restricted to 24 teams (with many 
more wanting to subscribe), this blue-
ribbon event went off like a treat in 
perfect weather. This was thanks to all 
the pre-planning by Tony and the club 
committee and to the excellent support 
from a number of club members before 
and during the event.   
 

 
This picture shows the eventual Main 
winners in action: Dean Seville (L, in 
white top) and Tomasz Rypien (in 
green top) 
 
Tony put in huge effort in planning, 
publicising and running the competition 
(involving several mini-competitions), 
ably supported by Julie on the day. Pat 
brilliantly organised and ran the 
catering service (the first time we’ve 
ever done this), ably supported by Jill 
C. Olive patiently watched over the 
clubhouse all day, while David A co-
ordinated the whole operation. 
 
Many others also worked hard to make 
the day such a great success: Steve, 
Rohan, Ann, Jill C, Ray, Phil and Terry 
(with apologies to anyone inadvertently 
omitted). A big Thank You to each and 
every one.      
 
As for the competition itself, there were 
many strong teams from far and wide. 
As many as five teams from our club 
signed up: Ray and Gareth, David Miller 
and Ian, Andrew and David R, David 
and Stephan A, Phil Evans and Michael 
White. The first four teams above did 
very well to be among the best 16 
teams (from the 6 groups of 4 in the 
morning) to qualify for the Main 
competition.  
 
Unfortunately, none managed to 
progress very far thereafter, with the 
shining exception of David M and Ian 
who made it to the final of the Main 
Consolage (for the 8 teams losing in 
the first round of the Main). This is a 
really good achievement. Well done!  
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Main Consolage runners-up:  
David Miller (L) and Ian Maynard. 
 
 

 
Plate winners:  
David Freeman(L) and Fergal Hogan 
(ex of BHPC) 
 
Feedback about the Open so far has 
been very complimentary, and adds 
even more to our club’s growing 
reputation. We hope we’ll be able to 
make the event even bigger and better 
next year. 
 
 

CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY 
GROUPS 
Ray writes: 
 
Pierre & Vacances is a large French 
holiday and property company that 
sponsors pétanque in various ways. 
This year they sponsored the indoor 
terrain at the France show at Olympia. 
Their office for the UK and Ireland is 
based here in Brighton.  
 
P&V approached the club about holding 
a corporate event at our terrain, using 
our clubhouse as a catering centre and 

inviting us to run the pétanque event 
they wanted with a view to sponsoring 
a league between their client firms and 
promoting their online game of 
Pétanque 3D at:  
 
http://www.facebook.com/pierreetvaca
nces.uk.ireland?v=app_10531514314 
 
 

 
 
So, at 6pm on July 28 over 80 guests 
arrived at the terrain, including 16 
companies entering doubles teams. 
Having to organise a competition 
lasting one hour - not an easy task!  - 
Tony and I put our heads together and 
decided to have two rounds of 7-point 
games, limited to 20 minutes, with the 
winning teams from the first round 
playing winning teams in the second 
round and losing teams playing losing 
teams. At the end, the top two teams 
played a 20-minute final. 
 
Pierre & Vacances very generously 
offered a holiday for the winners as the 
top prize, with engraved sets of boules 
for the runners-up and semi-finalists. 
  
Ably assisted by Gareth and Pat, Tony 
and I demonstrated basic pointing and 
shooting techniques, explained the 
rules - many had never played before - 
and helped players warm-up and 
practise before the competition itself. 
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The event ran very well, especially with 
the generous corporate hospitality 
provided by Pierre & Vacances. The 
winners were a delighted father and 
son team who then played Tony and I 
for a short 3-ended game. We did win 
but not easily - they played some good 
shots to push us quite hard. 
 
Various ideas were put forward for 
possible future collaboration between 
Pierre & Vacances and the club to our 
mutual benefit. P&V clearly demons-
trated that they can attract the teams - 
we've never seen the terrain so full. 
They were delighted with the club's 
support and have requested a follow-up 
meeting to plan for the future - watch 
this space! 
 
 

PrestFest: Saturday 27 August 
Ray went to a lot of trouble to set 
things up at the new terrain (spacious 
but not a very good surface) at Preston 
Park for their annual festival.  
 
Despite the best efforts of Ray, Pat, 
Lisa Compton, Alan Pinder, Gareth, 
Rohan and David A, hardly anyone 
wanted to have a go all afternoon, 
preferring a bit of croquet next door 
and all the activity away from the 
terrain. Except, that is, for Anthony, 
about whom more later, we hope.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
SXP Triples Championship, PST 
Sunday 4 September 
To decide which two teams will 
represent Sussex at the Champion of 
Champions event in October. 
 
 

 
Club Autumn  

Mixed Doubles League, PST 
10 September to 13 November 

Where each team plays all the others. 
 

Ann is taking enrolments NOW. 
Have a go! 

 
Please contact Ann if you’re looking  

for a partner. 
 

 
 

Inter-Regional Championships  
17-18 September, Brean Sands 
Will Sussex region get promoted to 
Division 1? 
 

Club Triples, PST 
Sunday 25 September 
Our last one-day competition of the 
season. Roll up!  
 
Please contact Ann if you’re looking for 
partners. 
 
EPA Over-50s Doubles, PST  
Sunday 2 October 
This is the third time we’re hosting this 
highly competitive national competit-
ion. There should be a large number of 
teams from all over, including at least 
one from the club (Davids Alfred and 
Randall).  
 
Do come along to see some good 
action.  
 
 
PST = Peace Statue Terrain 
SXP = Sussex Pétanque (the name of our          
region within the EPA, English Pétanque 
Association) 
 
 
 
 
 


